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SINGING PRAISES. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD, 
| HEARD a little voice in church 
Go soaring higher, bigher, 
"until its nutes so ringing sweet, 


Were far above the choir. 


(was Bessie—little witching elf !— 


Whose heart with joy was ringing 
So very loud, that e’en in church 
She couldn't keep from singing. 


But Bertie. clever little man ! 
Was sorry that he’d brought her, 
And knew that mamma’d be ashamed 
Of such a forward daughter. 


Kor but one bymn does Bessie know, 


nd contidently raises 
Her simple offering to the throne, 
When others wing their praises, 
Poor Bertie scowled, and shook his head. 
His litile hands kept wringing, 


Bur, all uuecouscious of his shame, 


Sweet Bessie kept on singing: 
Hullelujah, ’ tis dune! 
L believe on the Son : 


[am saved by the blood of the crucified One.”’ 


And so the shout of triumph rose 
Now higher yet, and higher, 
Until it seemed to me as if 
Dear Bessie led the choir. 


nd through the prayer, and sermon, too, 
[ heard its echoes ringing, 

And felt the angels nearer came 
Because of Bessie’s singing. 


THE REVIVAL: WHAT NOW? 


BY THE REV. 8. W. DANA. 


FP HERE has just closed in this city of Philadelphia 

the most remarkable series of religious meetings 
ever held in America. Neverin the days of Whitefield 
or the Wesleys did such crowds assemble day after day 
in one place for one blessed purpose. 
could not have drawn such multitudes. Eloquence and 
learning have not done it. Even the most critical must 
admit that this is the Lord’s work, marvelous in our 
eyes. 

As to the actual and permanent results of these meet- 
ings, it is too soon to attempt to estimate them. How 
many have been converted no man can tell. We only 
know that sinners of aj! grades and classes have been 


Mere curiosity 





PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 29, 1876 


reached, that backsliders have been reclaimed, and that 
a great quickenin g of purpose and life has arisen in the 
hearts of many Christians. The question for us to 
answer is, What can be done to deepen and extend 
these influences? Will Christians, as they go down 
from the mount to the plain, indulge in their former 
unbelief? Or, by prayer and fasting, are they to remove 
mountains ? 

People speak with enthusiasm of the enjoyment and 
benefit they have received at these meetings; but the 
question is, whether they are now willing to wrestle 
with God in prayer, and to perform self-denying works 
for the Master. If all the Christians in the different 
churches of Philadelphia who have attended these 
meetings most constantly, would pray as hard for their 
own pastors as they have been praying for Mr. Moody; 
if they would be as regular at their own churches on 
the Sabbath and during the week, as anxious to bring 
friends to their own services, as eager to seek out in- 
quirers, as they have been during these weeks, in con- 
nection with these special services, there would be a 
revival in every church in Philadelphia. 


It is pleasant to know that some ideas long thought to 
be established have been entirely exploded within the 
past few weeks. It was formerly thought to be the 
orthodox and eminently respectable thing to attend 
church once a day. Three services have been found to 
be possible of late. Some have considered half past 
ten in the morning an early hour for worship. Multi- 
tudes recently have gone miles to an eight o’clock 
morning service. It has been assumed by some that 
“ night air” is deleterious to the health of Christians, 
and especially the air of Sabbath nights and Wednesday 
nights. But weather, multiplied engagements, and a 
thousand things of which we commonly hear as standing 
in the way, have not kept the multitudes from thronging 
to the Depot night after night. 

Of course we bave no desire to urge those who are 
physical invalids to undue exposure of their health in 
the discharge of their Christian duties. But we would 
urge the able-bodied to consider whether they have not 
been spiritwal invalids ; whether this has not been the 
secret of their wit hholding from God that worship and 
that consecration which he demands, 

While those who are Christ’s have plenty to do within 
and without at all times, it does seem as if God was 
speaking to his people ia this city with peculiar power 
just now, saying unto them, “ Go forward.” What if we 
go backward instead? What if those temporarily 
aroused, drop back again into apathy? What if those 
not yet awakened continue as they are? There may be 
some recently converted who have no church home, 
who could by a little effort be brought into our sanc- 
tuaries, and into our Bible-classes for Christian culture, 
There may be others who, though not converted, are 
just in that condition to welcome an invitation to God’s 
house, God forbid that we asa Christian community 
should be contented as we are, and do nothing to reach 
those now without our little church circles! 

There is reason ior believing that hard and systematic 
work would fill our churches every Sabbath night with 
a class of people who are to-day non-church goers, It 
is not enough to meet them at the church doors, though 
that is important. We must go after them and invite 
them in. Are we ready to undertake this? 

It is possible that a deep and powerful work of grace 
is in store for us in this city. If so, do we not under 
stand the conditions on which it may beours? Inasmuch 
as God uses human instruments, must we not at the 
divine call, now so imperative, “come up to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty?” This is our privileve; 
this is our happiness. But we must not wait for all the 
churches to move, or we shall wait forever. We must 
not wait for this or that man to lead. We must act for 
ourselves, and that promptly, as the Spirit of God shall 
lead us, If we see to it that we fill our places as God’s 
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willing servants, we shall receive in our hearts God’s 
blessing. 

If, on the other hand, any of us withhold our prayers 
and endeavors, God’s work may be hindered for a time, 
or in one direction, but the result is not doubtful. If 
God cannot work through us, he will work without us, 
and ours will be the loss. There will be victories for 
Christ, but we shall have no share in the triumph. A 
blight and a curse will fall upon us, and our spiritual 
nature will become withered from disease. God can do 
his work without us; but we cannot do without God’s 
work, 


NAKAHARA AND HIS LITTLE ONES. 
BY HELEN H. 8. THOMPSON. 


ALF-WAY down the hills of Keobe, stands a 
pleasant Japanese house, with wide verandahs, 
cool halls, and entire glass front. Its outlook is charm- 
ing, down upon the city of sixty thousand inhabitants ; 
and beyond, upon the waters of the wondrous Inland 
Sea, shimmering and glimmering in the sunlight and 
spreading an ever-changing panorama, with its crowded 
shipping and old fashioned junks; while myriads of 
tiny boats toss upon its white crests, lying in wait for 
passengers, or are intent upon some private scheme of 
pleasure or merchandise. 

For a rearguard the majestic mountains loom grandly 
up ; and, except for their snowy caps, as far as the eye 
cau reach, the land lies in one magnificent garden, or 
rather, succession of gardens; every inch of ground 
being terraced and cultivated to the highest degree of 
perfection. 

This house is the newly-purchased home of an ex- 
damios (prince), and has in conjunction ornamented 
grounds, with artificial lakes, rustic bridges, a walled 
grotto with fountain and vines, flowers and trees in pro- 
fusion, This beautiful garden is but a type of the Ja- 
panese idea, for they are an «esthetic people in their love 
of beauty. 

The ex-damios is one of many others in Japan, who 
have voluntarily sacrificed their titles and immense for- 
tunes for the good of their countrymen, and to aid in 
establishing a more liberal government. Some of these 
are indeed princes in character and worthy to rulea 
nation. Nakahara is « tall man for a Japanese; fine 
looking and intelligent; has a sweet-faced young wife, 
very richly dressed, with a retinue of servants following 
her everywhere, and three little chi!dren. 

Our lodgings were near them, and every day mother 
and servants, children and rurses came to visit us, 
bringing a very spicy life with them, They are so 
anxious to copy our ways in everything, that their at- 
tempts are sometimes ludicrous. Tae little ones, from 
two to five years old, were all dressed in long- waisted, 
large- figured dresses, buttoned up in front, and reaching 
nearly to the floor, evidently patterned after foreign 
styles, but looking very queer and old for children; yet 
with shoes and hats they presented a strong contrast to 
native style, looking quite foreign, and of course at- 
tracting much attention. The lady wore her hair in a 
very pretty, becoming way, but was exceedingly anxious 
toeopy the American lad) ; so after teaching her the 
art, | immediately expressed a desire to have my own 
re-dressed in Japanese mode, greatly to the delight of 
her ladyship and attendants, 

The new home was to be furnished after American 
fashion, and we were requested to superintend the matter 
for Nakahara, about which we felt some natural hesita- 
tion, but succeeded finally to his infinite satisfaction. 
As a finale, the delighted man went to Yokohama, to 
purchase a sewing machine, and the pretty mother spent 
many hours daily with us in learning to cut, baste, and 
to sew On our machine, always accompanied by her ser- 
vants. 


To assist these interesting people in their ideas of 
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progress and change, we invited them to dine with us 
one day. As it was the first time they had ever eaten 
at a foreign table, it was a serious event to them, and 
anticipated with some anxiety by us, Our table ap- 
pointments are so different from theirs that we knew 
very well that our roast beef, mashed potatoes, biscuit, 
prererved fruit, and plum pudding would be perplexing ; 
but the bill of fere was nothing compared to the feat of 
sitting in chairs at table, and managing knives and 
forks: for ‘/eir tables are six inches high, around which 
they crouch on cushions, They succeeded, however, 
admirably, only that the parents were feverishly anxious 
lest their children should do something improper! But 
never fear for them! They are such weird, demure, 
little grown-up people; and are really charming in their 
good behavior. 

One day we went to return one of their many calls, 
and found them in beautifully furnished apartments, 
bright and cheerful, with sunshine and open fires, and 
home-like with choice pictures and books; but the 
native couches and mats |cushions| were in every room, 
without which they would be at a loss tosit at all, for 
they do not like our chairs for use, Asa matter of eti- 
quette we were served with fragrant tea by obsequious 
servants, on delicately braided straw waiters, from tiny 
china cups as fragile as an egg-shell, and baskets of 
fruit. Much pleasant conversation ensued on the revo- 
lutionary changes going on through the empire, and we 
retired well pleased with Nakahara’s home. 

I must tell you about the baby of the household, who 
is quite worthy of an introduction. The little mother 
had taken great pains to have an English seamstress 
fashion the long white dresses and dainty apparel, be- 
longing to an infant’s wardrobe, after the patterns of 
foreign ladies ; we had therefore observed with surprise 
that it was always arrayed in its queer, bungling, grown- 
up dress, just like a grown person’s. The trouble came 
out, however, during one of our pleasant calls. With 
much hesitancy and many apologies the troubled parents 
told us that neither they nor the nurse knew how to put 
the child into its foreign dress! So with becoming 
gravity we volunteered our services, and father, mother, 
nurse, and their children stood about our chair, a won- 
dering group, while the white baby-clothes were being 
donned! When all was done and the little mite was 
pinned up in her richly embroidered blanket, how de- 
lighted they were. Smiles and tears were strangely 
blended on their faces, father and mother kissing my 
hands on their bended knees with extravagant expres- 
sions of gratitude, If you could have seen the child, 
dressed exactly after the style of its grandmother, you 
would appreciate the difference very heartily, I think. 

During all the months of that bright Japanese winter, 
we remained near this interesting family, who made 
themselves very useful to us in gaining a special knowl- 
ledge of the people, their language, customs, and habits, 
On our return from Osaka, the next spring, we were met 
at the steamer by the sorrowful face of Nakahara, urging 
us at once to the bedside of his dying child ;—a dear 
little darling she was, with jet black hair and eyes, and 
a skin no darker than the handsome brunettes of 
America, I found the little one writhing in the last 
struggles of membranous croup. The disease is one to 
which the natives are not liable, and as the parents had 
failed to call in a foreign physician, it was now too late 
for relief. I could only niingle my tears with theirs, and 
tell them of the Christ who says, “Suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto me.” But there was great grief and 
strong crying in that home, for the child was Nakahara’s 
first-born, and greatly beloved. The poor father wanted 
to bury his dead, as we would do, and we undertook to 
carry out his wishes ; first, by ordering and purchasing 
a camphor-wood coflin—the first that was ever used here 
by a Japanese—and then assisting some kind American 
ladies to trim and arrange all suitably. 

We lined the little casket with soft, white merino, and 
dressed the child in one of the delicate dresses she had 
lately worn, that she might look as life-like as possible. 
Then we placed flowers in the little coffin all about her, 
and instead of a black pall covered the lid with a pro- 
fusion of beautiful white azalias. So wonderfully like 
sleep looked the child-like form, that I said like One of 
old, with my hand on the bowed head of the father, 
“She is not dead, but sleepeth.” It was a touching 
sight to see the little sisters, and mother, and nurse, 
bringing the child's playthings, her doll and toys, and 
say with a reverent look, “She will want these, when 
she wakens!” And it was sweet to tell them, in our 
broken way, how safe their treasure was ; and how ten- 
derly the Good Shepherd would care for their lamb. 

I was moved to tears by the father’s earnestness, as he 
pressed me to know if I was quite sure that the child of 





would enter the Christian’s heaven, instead of the body 
of some cat or dog, or other animal! How comforted 
they were to know that we were “ quite sure” that for 
Jesus’ sake she had already received an abundant wel- 
come in the “ happy land ” of heaven. 

After the funeral these mourning parents, with their 
retinue of servants, came to our house to be taught some 
of our beautiful hymne, and learn more of the children’s 
Saviour; and a joyful privilege it was, to give these 
first lessons in a free, simple religion ; and to witness 
the delight of these long mistaught, hungry ones, as 
they received as their own this “ Bible way!” 


BURNT FINGERS. 


BY MRS, AMELIA E, BARR, 


HERE is an old proverb which says that “ Burnt 

children dread the fire.” The maker of the proverb 
wisely limited it to children, for it is certainly not ap- 
plicable to adults. Everybody knows men and women 
who have burnt their fingers to the bone, and yet who 
will at the very first opportunity burn them again. There 
for instance is an impulsive, generous man, whose fingers 
have been burnt by false friends using them over and 
over again to pull their own roasted chestnuts out of the 
fire. He has bought worthless scrip of one, loaned money 
to another, become security for a third ; he has been burnt 
each time, and yet he is just as ready as ever to become 
the prey of the cunning and the unprincipled. 

Is the speculator ever warned by his losses? As one 
project fails, another, with “ millions in it,” takes the 
place. Is the gambler warned though the cards and the 
dice box burn into his very heart? To the last stake he 
is quite sure that by some kind of legerdemain he is to 
be delivered from the consequences of his crime, and 
two and two made to count five in his behalf. Does not 
the drunkard fly to the wine cup though one bitter 
lesson after another has taught him that death is in it, 
The busybody is forever putting his hands into fires that 
do not concern him, and which by no possible effort he can 
control. Every one of us must indeed plead “ guilty” 
in a greater or less degree to not sufficiently dreading 
the fire at which we have once been burnt. 

If the cause of this persistence in evil was ignorance 
we might expect that experience would correct it; as it 
undoubtedly does errors in mental and mechanical 
labor. But the fault lies deeper, it is not ignorance as 
much as temperament. We are all apt to think that if 
we could only live our lives over again we should avoid 
the sins and mistakes into which we have fallen. But 
unless our organization was changed, this is very doubt- 
ful, for the gravitation of character is always naturally 
to its weakest points. There is certainly no doubt, but 
that, under favorable circumstances, experience teaches 
men, but the conditions of these lessons have no fixed 
rules, and the study of character never can be a written 
and positive science. To think that others will profit 
by our experience is almost as hopeless as toexpect them 
to be nourished by what we have eaten. 

In great and important matters persistence in a given 
object is indeed sublime, and scarcely ever fails to gain 
recognition and reward. It may even become a national 
trait, and animate the generations of centuries to strike 
and strive for their liberty or their faith. Such men as 
Sumner and Plimsoll, have, by their conscientious and 
noble persistence, lifted what were unconspicuous or 
indifferent subjects into the respect and sympathy of 
the world. But it is the object which dignifies the per- 
sistence. 

Men far more frequently adopt commonplace and even 
foolish hobbies, and ride themselves to destruction on 
them. Self-will and self-admiration are at the bottom 
of this persistence. A man paints a certain kind of 
pictures, or writes a certain kind of books, which coin- 
cide with what he chooses to call his ideal. The world 
does not recognize his idols and leaves him to worship 
them alone in poverty and neglect. Prudence and hu- 
mility would teach him to doubt of his own superiority, 
and to gauge himself by a wider measure; but he goes 
on burning hiwself at the fire, which he has kindled, 
and soothes his sufferings by calling the rest of the world 
“stupids” and “ Philistines.” The moral of Bruce’s 
spider is not under all circumstances good; there are 
many enterprises, and many practices, which it would 
be far better not to “try again.” 

As said before, no amount of theoretic knowledge or 
experience will teach the man wise in his own conceit. 
The original fault is original sin, it is in the tempera- 
ment, bound up in a foolish heart, and for this grand 
mistake there is no correction but the gospel. It alone 
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sinful parents, who had never learned “the Bible way,” 
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can break up the stubbornness of self-pride, reveal the 
real condition of ignorance and weakness, and induce 
that childlike and humble disposition which is the very 
condition of teachableness, and therefore the precursor 
of growth and of success. 

If theoretic knowledge and the gathered wisdom of 
ages had been sufficient for progress, the world is rich 
in them, but they have just as much effect on the youth 
of our days as they had upon the youths who walked 
the streets and lounged in the gates of old Jerusalem, 
Knowledge and experience are splendid tools, but self- 
control—born of that penitence and humility which are 
the first lessons of the gospel—can only wield them 
intelligently. Without this direction, the one as often 
leads wrong, as right; and the other confirms, instead of 
correcting an evil way. 

Had the wisdom of Solomon been sufficient, a greater 
than Solomon had not come ; and they who would read 
the Proverbs and Ecclesiastes aright must read them in 
the light of the Beatitudes, and study them through the 
example of Christ. 





THAT WONDERFUL WORK AT CARTHAGE, 
BY ©, M, NICHOLS. 


HE foltiowing statement of facts is submitted as an 
illustration of what may be done in the way of ag- 
gressive Sunday-school work. 

Not many years since there was a wonderful revival of 
religion in a school district in an interior state, the pro- 
per name of which was Carthage, but which was popu- 
larly known, from the gay and rather pronounced char- 
acter of its people, as ‘‘ Dolly Varden.” The neighbor- 
hood was without means of religious instruction, and 
was not favorably disposed toward either Sunday-schools 
or churches, About three miles distant lived a young 
man who was well known throughout the entire region 
of country as an earnest Christian man, and one who 
had an ardent desire to serve his divine Master by gath- 
ering souls into his kingdom. The inquiry of his heart 
was, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” and he set 
about the work of answering his own question by seeking 
methods of carrying out his purpose. 

He at length determined to open a Sunday-school at 
Carthage, and finally accomplished his purpose early in 
the summer. The attendance gradually increased, dur- 
ing the season, until in the autumn the house was fre- 
quently filled. The superintendent seemed to be abso- 
lutely “ filled with the Holy Ghost.” He was much in 
prayer, and was earnest and faithful in his efforts to give 
religious instruction and to bring those in his charge to 
Christ. At length, late in the season, the usual question 
came up whether the school should be suspended during 
the winter. Announcement was therefore made, on a 
certain Sunday, that decisive action would be taken at 
the next session of the school. The superintendent gave 
much thought to the matter during the week and often 
sought his closet, and on his way to the school, the next 
Sabbath, he went weeping and praying the entire dis- 
tance, bearing not only precious seed, but a burden for 
souls, At points along the road he got off his horse, 
knelt by the road side, and placed his burden at the feet 
of his Lord ! 

It seems hardly possible that there could have been 
but one result of such earnest prayer and effort. The 
house was full and it was at the very first evident that 
the Divine Spirit was present in power. The question of 
a continuance of the school during the winter seemed 
to have settled itself. Not only was it decided to 
continue, but it was found necessary to hold religious 
meetings nightly. An opportunity was given to all who 
felt an interest in the salvation of their souls, and who 
desired prayer, to rise, and greatly to the surprise of the 
superintendent, nearly every person in the room, young 
and old, arose ! 

A meeting was held the next night and on 
every night for several weeks. An effort was made 
to secure preaching, but none could be procured, 
and the superintendent proceeded to tell the “old, old 
story,” night after night, with directness and earnestness, 
receiving aid, occasionally, from Christian laymen from 
his own village and an adjoining city. The result of the 
protracted effort was that sixty persons, of all ages, were 
hopefully converted, embracing nearly all the residents 
of the neighborhood, and now, after a lapse of years, 
nearly if not quite every one of these persons is a faithful 
follower of Christ. 

Recently another work of grace has been in progress 
in the same neighborhood, and much interest has been 
manifested. Many have expressed their desire to be 
prayed for, and others have been converted. 

What God has accomplished in this instance through 
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the earnest, faithful, prayerful, and persistent efforts of 
one of his servants, he is able to accomplish, through a 
similar kind of effort on the part of Christian men and 
women, in thousands of other localities throughout the 
land, 


FILLING A GAP. 
BY B. W. SMITH. 


N the last day of the old year, in the counting- 
room of the principal mercantile establishment in 
the city of A——, two young men, whose hearts were 
glowing with love to Jesus and the Sabbath-school work, 
were conversing earnestly. One was a superintendent of 
a new mission school in a district remote from other 
Christian influences; the other was a teacher in the 
home school, of which this mission was a branch. 

“T want you to fill a gap,” said the superintendent ; 
“a very important gap, out at our mission. There isa 
class of eight boys, thus far unmanageable, about whom 
I have been praying much, trusting to the Lord to send 
me some one who would take them. I believe you are 
the one. Will you do it?” 

“Do you believe I could succeed with them?” 

“My brother, God has wonderfully blessed you in 
your class at the home school, and I feel sure you will 
receive a similar blessing with this class.” 

“ You ought to get some one else,” said the teacher, as 
he remembered the labor it had cost to win the hearts of 
his now much-loved class. Then remembering he was 
not his own, but “bought with the precious blood of 
Christ,” he added, “ For my Master’s sake I will try.’” 

After a helpful talk they parted. 

The superintendent went to ask God’s blessing upon 
the new teacher; the teacher to pray for guidance and 
wisdom to gain for the Master this unruly class. The 
afternoon of the first Sabbath in the new year, the 
teacher, after seeking for divine help, walked out to 
this new field. As he went along the way, he asked 
himself what he could do to interest this class of whom 
such ill-report had been given. His heart almost failed 
him, as a sense of his weakness forced itself upon him. 
Opening, however, that precious little book, Daily Food, 
he read as that day’s portion, “‘ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness,” and 
with God’s Word as his guide he arrived at the school, 

In answer to the superintendent’s request, as he 
grasped his hand after the session, and said, “ You have 
won them; tell me how you did it,” the teacher said: 

“ Jesus got to the class before me. The moment I 
entered the class I saw trouble brewing; as I took my 
seat among them, three of the boys took their hats, the 
leader saying, ‘I ain’t going to stay in this class any 
longer; it’s more fun to be out doors playing marbles,’ 
I said, ‘ Well, boys, in the first place, I want to know 
what your names are.’ To which one of them replied, 
‘Well, I ain’t going to tell you what mine'is.” I 
replied, kindly, ‘All right, sir, perhaps the other boys 
will tell me theirs.’ Such names as they gave! ‘ My 
name is Red.’ ‘ Mine is Jack, and ‘ My name is Norval.’ 
‘Mine is John Smith.’ Said I: ‘I used to know a boy 
by that name who always thought it as good as no name 
at all” Then followed a laugh ; after which one boy 
rattling his pocket of marbles, said, ‘ Come on, Red, I’ll 
play you.’ I said, ‘What, marbles? ‘ Yes, marbles,’ 
In answer I replied, ‘I can beat you.’ ‘I'll bet you can’t 
do no such thing—come out and try it. I’ll play you a 
game of keeps.’ ‘Keeps? ‘Yes, keeps!’ ‘There 
isn’t any fun playing keeps,’ I replied, when he asked 
‘Why?’ all were attentive. Leaving the question un- 
answered, I asked: ‘ Who of you boys is the eldest ? 
‘Do you mean how oldam I? Answering affirmatively, 
he yelled, ‘ Fifteen last April.’ 

“T began: ‘ About the time you were born, there was 
war in our land—‘ Yes, I know all about it; the Rebs 
fought ’gainst the Yanks, didn’t they?’ All in the 
class were attentive ; and when I asked for their names 
all but one informed me. He said, ‘My name is 
Dutchie ;’ and so I called him throughout the session, 
which contained just enough of the ridiculous to 
keep the attention of the class while I related war 
incidents, to which all listened with fixed attention. 
It was an easy matter to lead them into the lesson of 
Saul’s Rejection, because of disobedience ;—and an ex- 
cellent opportunity of impressing upon them God’s com- 
mand, ‘ Thou shalt remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy,’ 

“When the school was called to order, just before 
closing, these awful boys wanted to keep on talking 
about the lesson, and wanted to know ‘ what became of 
that live king Saul took prisoner;’ and ‘didn’t Samuel 
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cut him%to” pieces, ‘cause God bad commanded thatthe 
king should be killed, and be wanted a// God’s commands 
put through?’ When the question was asked (and the 
half minute given to think before answering), ‘ How 
many of these one hundred and seventy pupils will try 
and jbe kere "every Sunday this year?’ what was my 
surprise to see eight hands belonging to these awful boys 
uplifted, and to have ‘ Dutchie’ come and say, ‘ Dutchie 
isn’t my name. I only said that for fun.’ 

“There is a way to every boy’s heart— Jesus will help 
the teacher to find it.” 


A REVERIE. 


BY JENNIE M. DRINKWATER, 


wish—I wish, I would often wish, 

If I might only dare, 
That every day my life might teach 
A thought of our Father’s care. 


I hope—I hope, I would often hope, 
If I but knew I might, 

That some of the words I love to speak 
Could be in the dark a light. 


I think—I think, I would often think, 
If such a thing could be, 

That one might learn to trust in God 
From trusting first in me. 


I know—I know, can I e’er forget, 
This truth I always knew ? 

That Christ came down to the earth to prove 
Nothing too good to be true. 


THE TRAINING OF YOUNG CONVERTS* 


BY JOHN HALL, D.D. 


|. orapads can possibly overestimate the importance 
of training thore who have reason to hope that they 
have come to Christ, and who are committed to our care 
as babes in Christ. If they are suffered to go back, they 
will be very apt to think in years to come, when they see 
the genuine work of the Spirit of God, that it is no more 
than atransient illusion, no more than a tem porary feeling. 
In the second place, if they go back, they bring reproach 
upon this whole work, and upon the truth of Jesus 
Christ; and they seem to give those who are taking 
courage in their sins some kind of justification for their 
neglect of Christ. 

The importance of this matter cannot be put too 
strongly ; and upon us ministers and elders, and deacons 
and class-leaders, and such Christian people as have se- 
cured the confidence of their neighbors, rests under God 
the responsibility. God says to parents concerning 
every child given to them, “Train up a child in the way 
he should go.” God says to the ministers and class- 
leadtrs and deacons, when a sinner has come to Christ, 
“Train up that child in the way in which he should go ;” 
and woe be to us if we be recreant to this duty. 

First of all, let us try to keep them in 4 right atmos- 
phere. I was ina sick-room the other day where a baby 
had been born, and it was so weak and so feeble that 
they did not dare to wash it. They wrapped it in the 
finest wool and put it in the softest cradle, and did not 
leave a breath of cold air come into the room, lest it 
should chill the delicate young life that bad been given 
into their custody. And whatever may be said upon the 
one hand of God’s decrees, this is to be said on the other 
we have to take care and use pains to foster and svatash 
that life that we have reason to trust the Spirit has 
kindled in the human soul. Try to keep the atmosphere 
warm about these young converts. Take a delicate 
plant that bas been kept in the hot-house, and thrust it 
down into an ice-house and it will be dead in four and 
twenty hours. There is many a congregation that is a 
moral ice-house, and there is many a prayer-meeting 
that is a moral ice-house. Then warm up the prayer- 
meetings, warm up the congregations, that these young 
converts may bave a clear atmosphere in which they can 
breathe. 

We must do a great deal ourselves for these young 
people. You, kind father, whose son has come to Christ, 
you had better walk tenderly. You, godly mother, whose 
daughter has been awakened to think about her soul, be 
a holy mother in her sight. You, beloved ministers, 
whose flocks show signs of spiritual life, take care that 
ye be blameless and harmless before them. The very 
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presence in a congregation of men and women, whore 
spiritual life is young and fresh, ought to be a mighty 
stimulus to filelity of speaking, to earnestness of prayer, 
and to holiness of living. Do the best that you can to 
teach these young converts. Believing in Jesus is not a 
thing done and done with. The sanctified common sense 
and the knowledge of this blessed Book, under the in- 
fluence of which my brother who is upon this platform 
has been laboring so long, these are a guarantee that 
you do not need to be warned against the notion that 
saving belief is a thing done and done with, and that 
when the sinner is once in the inquiry-room, or anywhere 
else, and has come to Christ, then he is done with the 
whole matter. Saving belief is continually coming to 
Christ, it is continually falling upon Christ, it is living 
by the faith of the Son of God. 

When I was a little child we didn’t know anything 
about homeopathy ; we used the stronger drugs of the 
allopathic kind, under heroic treatment; and one of 
the ways was to tell the’children, Now open your mouth 
and take a swallow. That is not the way sinners receive 
Jesus Christ. When they receive him they rest upon 
him; they cling to him; they live by their faith in him ; 
they put their trembling hands every day into his, and, 
as you have been told by Mr. Moody—nay, as you have 
been told by the Prophet Isaiah—God holds them by 
the hand. Teach the young people, and bring them 
into continual contact with the Bible, that they may 
feed upon the sincere milk of the Word. 

Will my brother ministers forgive me? I hope they 
will not think I speak derogatorily—God forbid that I 
should, among men many of whom are better and wiser 
than myself—but let us have Bible-classes in all the 
congregations, the most earnest as well as the most 
comprehensive Bible-classes. My brethren, there are a 
hundred things that you would not think of making the 
subject of a sermon that could be used in the Bible-class, 
These young people—men and women—with whom you 
do not get a chance to speak in the ordinary Sabbath 
services, would come up to you after the Bible- 
lesson, with their hearts warm, and take you by the 
hand. The shaking of the hand in the right way is 
sometimes the means of grace to a young, timid 
Christian, whose heart longs for sympathy, and is full 
of love for Christ and to all his people. 

Many persons say they are Christians of long stand- 
ing. They have been standing all the time. They have 
been standing so steadily that they stand still. There 
are many of these whom it would be well to put under 
Bible-class training; and they in turn might become 
teachers in the first principles of the Word of God. It 
is a common thing to say, “Set young Christians to 
work at once.” So I say; but not always necessarily 
upon outsiders. Sometimes the best thing you can do is 
to set them to work upon their own behoof. Remember 
the caution of the Bible, “ Not a neophyte, (not a novice,) 
lest being lifted up with pride.” Oh how many wrecks 
there have been of novices that were thrust too soon 
into the work for others! They had plenty of canvas, 
but no ballast, and were led to destruction. Then the 
best thing the young converts can do would be to go 
and get thoroughly acquainted with their Bibles, and 
with themselves, and when there is in them the spirit 
and the fitness, to teach as a Christian minister, or elder, 
or class-leader, then put them to do such work as in 
your prayerful judgment they are best fitted to perform. 

One word about the gravity of this great question. 
We ought to feel it, dear brethren, with extreme tender- 
ness. Not long ago this circumstance was mentioned to 
me: A child had been born in a happy home. It was 
the first child of a young mother, and, as sometimes 
happens, the birth of the child was the death of the 
mother. She knew she had but a little time to live. 
Her husband was a good young fellow; but he was very 
young. She had perfect confidence in the father of her 
child. She had him called into the room. She called 
him tenderly by his name, and said, “I die; the Lord is 
going to take me away and leave my child behind me; 
now I put it into your hands; will you solemnly promise 
me, before God, that you will do the best you can to 
train it up forGod?” And the man to whom the appeal 
was made raised his hand, wiped away the flowing tear, 
and said, with a voice husky and choking with emotion, 
“T will try, I will try.” 

Christian people, ministers of Jesus Christ, beloved 
elders, simple men and women, whom the Spirit of God 
has taught until this day, here are the babes in Christ, 
and he puts them into your arms, and says, “ Will you 
train them up for me?” Answer to-day, though it be 
with husky voices and with flowing tears, “ We will; 
by the grace of God we will try.” 

God help you so to do, and he shall nave the glory. 
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LESSON TEXT. 
{1 Sam. 31:1 6.) 
1. Now the Philistines fought avainst Israel: and the 
fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in mount 
2. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul 


ry to the righteous 


en of Israel 
iilboa 


and upon his sons 


and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishu 
Saul's sons. 
%. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him 
and he was sore wounded of the archers 
4. Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer, Draw thy sword, and 
thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and 
thrust me through, and abuse me But his armour-bearer w 
not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a ord, and fell 
upon it. , 
5. And when his armour-bearer saw that San! was dead, he fell 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him 
6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, and all 
his men, that same day together. 
EXPOSITION. 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
ECITE verees 3 and 6, and the golden text. Read 


chapter 28, and 1 Chron, 10; also Hosea 13:11. 


THE CONNECTION. 


Several years have elapsed since the touching scene amid 
the wilds of En-gedi, which formed the topic of the last 
lesson. During this time, with occasional relentings (chap. 
26), Saul continued to persecute David with the most im- 
placable resentment. But at last, wearied by such uncertain 
and cruel treatment, the wronged outlaw betook himself, in 
voluntary exile, to the land of Philistia, and sought refuge 
among the foes of his country. 

The Philistines again made large preparations for war 
against Israel; they gathered all their forces in the plain of 
Jezreel, the great battle-field of Palestine. This was one of 
the most beautiful, but bloodstained plains in the world. 
For more than two hundred years on this field the great 
battles of Israel had been lost or won. Here Barak discom- 
fited the hordes of the Canaanites, and Gideon routed the 
hosts of the Midianites. Here, also, in the days of Bii, 
the Philistines slew thousands of the army*of Israel, and 
carried away the ark of God. Often in modern, as well as 
ancient times, has it been the scene of fierce and sanguinary 
conflict. Esdraelon has been the chosen place of encamp- 
ment in every great contest carried on in the country until 
the disastrous march of Napoleon from Egypt into Syria 
Jews, Gentiles, Saracens, Crusaders, Fgyptians, Persians, 
Druses, Turks, Arabs, and French—warriors out of every 
nation which is under heaven—have pitched their tents 
upon the plains of Esdraelon, and have beheld their banners 
wet with the dews of Tabor and Hermon. Oa Mount Gilboa, 
which overlooks this plain, Saul fought his last battle, which 
forms the subject of 


THE LESSON. 


Firat, we have an account of Saul’s disastrous defeat 
secondly, of his tragica! death. 


, and, 


1. THE DISASTROUS DEFEAT 


Saul is now in great trouble and perplexity; Samuel is 
dead; the Spirit of the Lord has left him; his miod is 
weakened by disease ; his spirit saddened and soured by 
disappointment. Many of his people sympathize with their 
favorite but exiled leader; and his troops rally around his 
standard with less enthusiasm than in former days. The 
numbers and position of the foe render them formidable; 
his military sagacity clearly sees the coniest no common one, 
and that the coming batile will decide the fate of his king- 
dom. 
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In view of all this, for the first time the courage of the 
old warrior failed—* he was afraid, and his heart greatly 
trembled.” Ob, for Samuel’s wiedom and David's valor 
In his distress he called upon the Lord, but he 


received no answer or goidance; and despairingly he turns 


now. 


to superstitions rites, only to learn that his doom was near. 
Desponding, yet daring; wret« hed, yet res lute, the unhappy 
monarch goes forth to his last battle, bravely leading his 
troops in person, while in his eara the b'ast of the trumpet 
sounded his death-knell. The hostile armies met, and the 
hosts of Ierael were utterly rou ed. 

1. Multitudes 
battle-field 

2. The whole army fiee in) disorder to the heights behind 


are wounded and slain, and left on the 


them, and are hotly pursued by the victorioua foe, and many 
fall along the line of flight, on the mount» in side. 

3. The enemy press hard upon the royal banner, where 
the king, surrounded by his sons and veteran officers, makes 
a final stand. “The battle went sore against Saul;”’ one 
after another of his body-guard fall at his side; two of his 
sons are already down; and now the filial, faithful, fearless 
Jonathan, who has ofien thrown himself as a shield in front 
of his father, lies with them. 
What a day of dire woe to the king, the soldier, the father! 
His kingdom endangered, his army discomfited, and his 
Defeat) was never more disastrous, nor 


disaster more complete. 
I. THE TRAGICAL DEATH (4-6). 


The day is hopelessly lost. 


three sons slain. 


Beaten by the enemy, deserted by his army, bereaved of 
his sons, sorely wounded, and fearing wanton insult or eruel 
torture, Sant seeks to die. 

1. He asks his armor-bearer to draw his sword and slay 
him. It is probable that Saul felt that he was already fatally 
wounded, and, utterly unable any longer either to fight or to 
flee, he only wished to hasten his death, certainly near, ere 
the 
maltreat him. The armor-bearer, awe-struck by such a com- 
He could not, a man of blood thongh 
be was, deliberately slay his king. 

2. He takes his own life. When Saul saw that his armor- 
bearer would not use the sword against him, he took it into 
his own hand, and falling on it, died. The armor-bearer, 


‘uncircumcised” Philistines came up to assault and 


mand, refuses to obey. 


seeing what the king had done, “fell likewise upon his 
From what motive he did this 
we are not told; whether because he was held answerable for 
the king’s life, or from personal devotion to him, or becanse 


sword, and died with him.” 


there was no way of escape, we know not. There, amid the 
heaps of slain, lay Saul and his three eldest sons, his armor- 
bearer, and his entire staff of officers and body-gward. What 


a ead end for a brave and mighty warrior 





a proud, majestic 
monarch! His lifeless body even did not escape the indig- 
nities he deprecated, for the haughty victors carried his 
head and his armor, as also those of his sons, in triemphant 
procession through the towns and villages of their land, 
placed their weapons as trophies in their idol temples, and 
exposed their bodies upon the walls of Beth-shan. 

It is atradition of the Jewish people that the armor- 
bearer of Saul at his last battle was Doeg. And it seems 
more than probable that both Sanl and he died by the same 
aword. If this be vo then both Siul and his executioner fell 
by the very weapon with which they had massacred the 
priests at Nob, five or six years before. 

rom the life and death of Saul we may learn— 

(a.) That religiows priv le 
Saul had 


nature, enjoyed great social advantages, received deep re- 


ges and professions may be all in 


vain. very many. He was richly endowed by 
ligious impressions, engaged actively in sacred services, and 
had the confidence and counsel of a most eminent servant of 
God. 


obedience to the will of God, and in times of distress called 


He made repeated profeasions of submission and 
upon him in prayer. Yet all his convictions, though deep 
and poignant for the time, passed away, and he remained as 
willful and wicked as before. 

Many, very many, have a similar experience, early in- 
structed, often impressed, frequently convicted of sin, and led 
to confesa and weep over their sins, yet they do not traly re- 
pent, and receive the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, and thus 
sinning and repenting, they live unhappy lives, and have no 
hope in their death. In early life give your whole heart to 
the Lord before you acquire a fatal skill in re-isting the 
appeals of truth, and the strivings of the Spirit. 

(6) That a course of sin hardens the heart. Saul was at first 
susceptible of good impressions, had right and generous im- 
pulses, and sought the so. iety of the pious ; but afterward 
gave himself wholly up t» s-lfishness and ambition, and 
withheld not his hand from heinous crime. His religious 
knowledge and advantages became only a source of un- 
happiness, and be fell a victim to melancholy and supersti- 
tion. Herod furvishes 
Never trifle with convictions, 


He sinned away his day of grace. 
an example of a similar kiad. 
nor neglect opporvunities, nor resist God’s Holy Spirit, lest 
the Spirit withdraw, your talent be removed, and “ past feel- 


The most contirmed 
worldling, and the most hardened criminal, once had teader 
(Instance, Hazael,) 


ing” ye cease even to seek salvation. 


fe lings and other hopes 
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(c.) That it is a fearful thing to die in impenitence. The death 

The anguish and de- 
spair of Saul’s last hours should urge immediate reconcilia- 
tion with God. Let us all seek his favor which is life, and 
seek it in the way he has revealed, through his Son Jesus 
Christ. To the true believer death is gain. 
dead that died in the Lord. 


of the wicked is a solemn warning. 


Blessed are the 


Make a brief review of the life of Saul, by asking each 
scholar in the class to mention in order some special ad- 
vantage he enj syed, some virtue or excellence he di-played, 
eome temptation by which he was tried;.some sin he com- 
mitted, and some punishment he endured. 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS: 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


CORRESPONDING PASSAGES. 


Sentence of sin: Ezekiel 4: 20 
rhe end of sin: James 1: 15 
( UESTION upon what the children know of Saul as a 
) soldier. Lead them to express some judgment upon his 
actions. Did he fear God? Did he hear the Word of God? 
Who often told him of God’s will? Did he remember the 
teaching of Samuel? Did he obey? 

Why did he pursue David? Why did he wish to kill him ? 
What is the meaning of righteous ? 
wicked? Have golden text recited. 

Did you say Saul was wicked? Our lesson to-day shows 
that God will punish sin. It is about 


SAUL’8 LAST BATTLE. 


Was Saul righteous or 


While Saul had been very busy for a long time in his war 
against David, the Philistines had been getting ready for 
another battle against Israel. They camped in a great plain 
and soon began to fight. The Israelites were not trusting in 
God as David did when he fought the Philistine giant and 
said, “‘ The battle is the Lord’s.” They were afraid and ran 
to the side of a mountain, the enemy following with chariots 
and horses, and shooting arrows after them as they ran. 
Many fell down wounded, but the Philistines trampled right 
over them and kept on shooting as they went. There were 
four men in the army that the Philistine soldiers looked for 
and wanted to kill. 

Would it be easy for them to see King Saul in all the 
crowd? Why? Which one of his sons loved David? Was 
he a brave soldier? ‘Lhere were two other sons of Saul in 
the battle and the Philistines tried to kill them all. It was 


not long before the shout went through both the armies— 
THE KING'S THREE SONS ARE SLAIN. 

How glad the enemy were! How fiercely they used their 
swords and spears against every Israelite they could reach ! 
The archers who used bows and arrows took aim against 
Sanl. He wore an armor of brass and iron; but there were 
places where the armor was joined together, and the sharp 
arrows went in at those joinis in his armor. The battle was. 
against them; three princes were killed and 


KING SAUL WOUNDED, 


His hope was all gone; he had been told before the battle 
that the Lord should deliver the host of Israel into the hand 
of the Philistines, that he and his sons should die, and that 
the kingdom should be given to David. No wonder his 
heart failed when the arrows stuck fast in him and the blood 
flowed out from his 


wounds under his armor. Was there 


Did he 
Had he lived a life of prayer 
so that in a dying hour his heart turned to his Father in 
heaven? His last prayer was not to God, but to his armor- 
bearer, a strange prayer. ‘‘ Draw thy sword and thrust me 


any word of sorrow for his sin, any dying prayer ? 
ask for forgiveness or mercy ? 


throngh.’ 
He wanted to die; was he thinking of his soul ? 
his pain, of his body. 


No; of 
He was afraid the Philistines would 
come and eut bim with their sworda, and he was too weak to 
strike them back. Perhaps he remembered his pri-oner 
Do you? And he did not want to be taken a 
The armor-bearer would not kill his 
king, and Saul himself took a sword and placed it so he 
could fall upon its sharp point. 


Agag. 
wounded prisoner. 
By his own hand 


SAUL WAS SLAIN. 


The armor-bearer did not want to live longer; so when 


he saw Saul was dead, he took hia sword and 


died in the 
same way. Wasthat right? Tell of Judas, his sorrow and 
death. 

Did Saul save his body from the enemy by killing him- 
self? The Israelites were so frightened that the living, who 
could, ran away; but on the valley and the mountain-side 
the ground was covered with the bodies of the dead and 
wounded. The next day the Philistines went back to the 
place to strip off the ear-rings and ornaments, and armor of 
the dead men, even their clothes, everything worth taking, 
They found Saul and his three sons all lying stiff and cold 
on the battie-field, 
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Now they could take revenge for the death of Goliath and 
the capture‘of his sword, which had been kept in the Tatber- 
nacle. They -cut off Kiog Saul’s head and sent it around to 
the different temples of their idols, that the peop'e might 
look at it and all know the king was dead. 
shining armor in the temple of their greatest god, Ash- | 


They put his 


taroth; his headless body and his three sons they hunged } 


on a wall. 


WHERE WAS DAVID? 


David asked 
Amalekite, and | 
happened along as Saul was leaning on his spear, and he 


third day a messenger came with the news. 


9)? 


| 
He was not near when the battle was fought; but on the 
“Who are you? 


“Tama stranger, an 


asked me to kill him, for he was almost dead. I did it; and 
I took his crown and his bracelets; and I have 
them to you, my lord” 

We have in the Bible three stories of the death of Saul. 
Two of them are exactly alike, for there are two chapters 


brought 


which are almost the same, word for word. It does not seem 
as if the Amalekite’s story could be true, that he found Sau! 
nearly dead and helped to kill him; but it is believed tha: 
he was near by and saw Saul and the armor-bearer kill thy m- 
selves; and thinking that David would reward him he 
claimed that he killed him, and brought the crown and ih» 
bracelets to try and prove that he did. 

It cost him his life, for David called one of his young men 
and had him killed because he said he had slain the Lord's 


anointed. 
WAS DAVID GLAD? 


. er | 
His enemy was dead; his life was safe; he need no more 


hide in caves and dens. Did he rejoice? 

He and all his men fasted and mourned and wept; and | 
David spoke his sorrow in words that we have in the Bible. 
See how he forgave his cruel enemy when he said, “ Saul 
and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives.” How 
he grieved for Jonathan and said, “ | am distressed for thee, 
my brother Jonathan.” God was taking care of his servan 
David, but hundreds of his people suffered and died in baitle 
What was the reason? Here isa short blackboard story of | 
it all. i 


rHE WAGES OF SIN 


Is 


DEATH. 


‘in ope story of Saul’s death it says: “So Sanl d ed for his 
Broken law, sin. | 
How did the people sin when they asked for a king? 
David's son said afterwards what Saul and all the 


“transgression.” What is transgression ? 
people 


learned in-sorrow. Ali repeat, “ The way of transgressors is 


hard.” 

How did Saul ein when he fought against the Amalekites ? 
What was his punishment? Paul said (a!] repeat), “ The 
wages of sin is death.” Did Saul receive his wages? It was 
an Amalekite who robbed his body of his jewels and carried ; 
them to David When 
a wicked man is tried and found guilty, the jucge tells what 


Was it only his body which died ? 


his punishment must be; and that is called the sentence, 
Who is the judge of all the earth ? 
heart? The Holy Spirit came t 
told him that God the Judge gave this sentence. 
‘The soul that sinneth it shall die.”’ 

Saul lived and reigned for years, but sin was in his heart 
I! 


ii8 US. 


Who looks into every 


» one of the old prophets and 
All repeat, 


‘anki the end came just as the Apostle James te Repeat, 


“Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 


‘Phis is a dark, sad picture. The soul of the wicked driven 
away ta that dark world where hope never comes, where | 
there are no prayers, no songs, where is no Christ. 
another half to our golden text, pure gold, trusted, tried. 

Wiho.died with Siul? 
David* 
cause wits God’s people, against heathen enemies 
faith in God 5 
soul was safe and hippy, for our text te! 


There is 


Who made the covenant with 


Jonathan was righteous; he fought for a righteous 
He hai 


his body lay dead but h 


in him he trusted ; 


Is us, ‘ The wicked 


is driven away in his wickedness, but the r ghteous hath hope 
in his death”? If desired 'o go further and see if children can 
tell why that hope, question and recall the golden text cf a 
rd hath laid on hin 


former lesson— The L 1 the iniquity of 


us all.” 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON, 








T The Phi'istines And Abral the | 5 
\ * l. tines’ land mar Lvs, Gé 4 \ Ph 
envied him Ge 26:14 ae tl wells which his fathe “ 
vants had digg 1 the days of Abr in $ t } i es 
had stopped them id L them wi earth, ¢ 26:1 
Israel went out against the Philisti s to battle, 1 Sam. 4:1 
it came to pass in those days that the Philist Ss gathere 
armies together for w ghi | ls 
And Saul answered in e « ‘ i 
war against me, and God is departed from me Sam. 28: 15 
the Philistines gathered together he rminies Aphek Sana 
29:1... Now the Philistines fought against Israel, 1 Chr. 10 

Fell down slain .. . But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall be 
consumed, both ye and your king, 1 Sum. 12: 2 rhe men 


therewith 
armor 


swore 


Phi 


Lest the daughters of the une 


ana s 
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listines dow? 
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he died; Judg. 9:54... Then 
1 to his armor-bearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
his 
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lim, [yn 


nd 


men say not of woman his 
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1 Sa 
lest these uncircumeised come and abuse n Sut 
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ll upon it, 1 Chr. 10:4 
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How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine 


Lord's anointed? 2 Sam, 1 


f: As I 


ed upon 
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sale 


happened by cl Mount Gilboa. behold. Saul lear 


Lis spear upon me 


laV me, to fe 
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e that he could mot 
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4 See 16:21, Had David continued in 
this office he would probably have perished in this battle. 
But God hal put him in a place of safety, though it seemed 
one of great peril.—Speaker's Commentary. 


A rmo -he ier. 


Abuse me.—To gratify or indulge one’s self in vexing, 
abusing, deriding any one.—Gesenius. 


He finds himself dying, and all his care is, to keep his 
body out of the hands of the Philistines, but no care to re- 
sign his soul iato the hands of God, who gaveit. (Eccl. 12:7.) 
\s he lived, so he died, proud and jealous, and a terror to 
himself and all about him.— Henry. 


Dreading that, if he fell alive into the enemy’s hands, they 
would insolently maltreat him (Josh. 8:29; 10:24; Judg. 
8:21), he requested his armor-bearer to despatch him, which, 
however, that oflicer refused to do.—Jamieson. 


5. He fell likewise —Sanl and his armor-bearer died by the 
same sword, That his armor-bearer died by his own aword 
is out of all doubt—the text expressly tells us so; and that 
Siul perishei by the same sword is sufficiently evident. 
Draw THY sword, says he to him, and thrust me through; 
which, when he refused, Saul, says the text, took THE sword, 
and fell What sword? Not his owa, for then the 
text would have said so. but in the plain, natural, grammatical 


ipon wu. 
i 


conatruc.ion, the sword bef re mentioned must be the sword 
now referred to, that is, his armor-bearer’s, (1 Chron, 
10:4 5 De ney 

6 All his mex.—This and similar expressions must not be 


taken too literally. We know that Abner, and Ish-bosheth, 
and many more survived the day of Gilboa. The Chronicles 
(1 Chron. 10:6), instead of all Ais mea, has all his house.— 
Speaker's Commentary, 


[LLUSTRATIONS. 


A Rrourep ARMY.—The scene of terrible c»oafusioa ate 
tending the death of Saul and his men can easily be imagined 
N> con- 
that of a retreating army, 
The 


‘h of a surprise and retreat may prove sug- 


by any who remember the scenes of our late war. 


fusion can be woree than 


especially if it be hotly pursued by a vic'orious host. 


following sket 


gestive: “ The tiring increased ; artillery and musketry were 
heard liying horsemen were seen coming in from the 


right through the swamps and thickets in wild disorder, 
he to move rapidly down the road 
toward .. The camps and breastworks were 
deserted, and the road wa: already thronged with re- 
imns of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, while 
ances and baggage-wagons disputed } rogress with the 
ving men; and along either side of the way 


command came 


the rear 
bei g 
tiring co! 
ambu 
mass oO i 


hurried cook 





with their knapsacks on their backs, and huge 


lee-kettl+s 


| cof swang on poles between them; invalids limp- 
| ing as rapidly as their feeble limbs would bear them; 
} 


officers’ servants ‘toting’ heavy loads of personal baggage ; 
their patients before them, or starting up 


those who were already dropping with exhaustion ; sutlers’ 


ha 


surgeons driving 





t saul 





KCULECTIC COMMENT 

This resumes the 
Wha’ ensues to the 
’ this chapter is verbally the same (with a few varia 
tions 1 Chron. 10: 1-12. Whether the battle took place 
in the valley of Jezreel, and the Israelites, being worsted, 
fled to Gilboa and were pursued, or whether their positions 
on Gilboa were stormed, does not appear certain.—Speaker . 


hread of the narrative from 29: 11. 


1 SAMUEL 31:1.—WNow the Philistines 


end o 


Commentary 


The men of Israel fle?.—Whether the Philistines were 
more numerous, better posted, or better led on, or what 
advantages they had, we are not told; but it seems they were 


more vigorous, for they made the onset; 
and the Israelites fled and fell. 

» had followed him, and 
ium in his fall 


] 


they fought against 

Thus they 
served him in his ain, go before 
, and share with him in his plagues.— Henry. 


Israel, 


wt 


Fell down slain.—Lay slaughtered.—Geddes ; Booth. 


1, The Pailistines slew... Saul’s —1l. God would 
hereby complete the vexation of Saul in his dying moment 


SONS 


and the judgment that was to be executed upon his houve 
If the family must fall, Jonathan, that is one of it, must fal 
with it. 2. He would hereby make David’s way to the 
c own more clear and open. . . . 3. God would hereb 


is that the difference between good®and bad is to b 


in the other world, not in this.— Henry 


3. The archers.—Shooters, men with bows.—Hed 
r 


gives 


ew. 
duplicate passage in 1 Chr. omits the word men, which 
the sense, either, the shooters with the bow hit him, or, th 
shooters hit him with the bow, with arrows shot from the bow.— 
Spi ak-r’s Commentary. 





‘ore wounded.—The archers hit him so that he could 
nei her fight ner fly, a therefore must inevitably fail int 
her!ande. Thus, to make him the more miserable, de- 
struction comes gradua'ly upon him, and he dies so as to feel 


himself die.— He nry. 


Betier with Gesenius, “he was sore afraid,” as the sense of 
the word is (Deut. 2:25) there rendered be in anguish. 


S.ui’s fear is explained in verse 4.—Speaker’s Commentary. 


lerks and runners with their extra supply of truck, brought 
ip in view of the recent pay-day; the shirks and cowards 
pushing abead of their regiments, on one plea or another, as 


nd on an ad 


they fail behi vance,” 


| Desparr.—No man does his best work when he is in des- 
pair, David went forth to meet Goliath with confidence 
| that he would conqner. Saul met the Philistines with con- 
| tidence that he would be defeated. He knew he was about 
| ta die (1 Sam. 30:19). When Chicago was on fire, men 


despaired of saving the city and abandoned effort to check 
When a sh'p is sinking, men work at the pumps 
| so long as hope holds out, then they abandon the ship. In 

He did not 


spital lay a man mortally wounded. 


} ate 
the Hames, 


an army |i 


know the severity of his injury, but wondered why he was 
not betier attended to by the surgeons. They worked for 
men whose cases were hopeful, and when this man found 


there was no hope for him, he sank into utter despair and 
BOOn pas ed away. 


[Tux sworp.—Jewish traditions inform us that the armor- 
bearer of Saul was Doog, of whom we realin 1 San. 21: 7; 
22:18 if this be true, and there is much probability 
20, then Saul and his former executioner both fell 
with which they had massacred the 
tory gives many similar cases, Brutus 
the same swords with 
Calippus, also, was stabbed 
came sword with which he had stabbed Dio. 


9” 


| that it is 


| 


| by the same weapon 


Hi 


priests of G ya, 


and Cas: with 


which they had stabbed Cre:ar; 


} with the 


SIN INV VES OTHERS.—Uae man may sin upon his own 


| choice merely ; but no man who sins can restrict the conse- 
quences of his sin himself. A boy may run away from 
| home, but his loving mother’s heart-will ache, whether he 
be willing for that, or not. A man becomes intoxicated. He 
proposes simply to gratify his own evil tastes, but he brings 
sorrow to his family, and most likely suffering. He does 
| not mean so to do, but he cannot avoid it. The fact that 


| others suffer for our sins should deter us therefrom. A convict 
ier sentence of death. A Christian minister visited him 
| and sought to move him to preparation for his end, The man 
| was perfectly i, “I lived game,” said he, “and 
| Vil di By questioniag the minister found the man 
| had a mother living. In closing his interview he prayed 
with the culprit, and asked God to sustain that mother when 
| she should hear of the sad eud of her son, At this allusion 


was un 


hardenec 


game.’ 
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the hardened man fell on his face and shrieked in agony. He 
had supposed no other was involved, but that his mother 
ehould suffer, so overcame him utterly. The rich man of 
the parable (Luke 16:27, 28) doubtless knew that his ca- 
reer on earth had gone far toward securing his brethren a 
share in his misery. Seeing this, he shrank from reaping 
that harvest which came from his own sowing. A party for 
pleasure upon the top of a hill are rolling stones down the 
steep. Just as a stone has started on its bounding descent 
a party of children appears in its direct course. In the 
agony of suspense, they who started the stone would give 
worlds to stop it, but they cannot. They did the deed and 
others, innocent though they be, are involved. 


THE BLACKBOARD. 
BY CHARLES T, KISSAM. 
GOLDEN TEXT. 
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: UTED ISRAELITES. 
THE | YAL SUICIDE, 
LL OF DEATH, 


BY ATCHINSON, 


‘ ] YOLDIERS TY 
| ELF 
WAUL WU Wervanr ULE 
ANEMIES PREVAIL. 
ESD OF SAUL’S KINGDOM. 


THE STORY IN ONE VERSE, 


Wye 


AUL DIED, AND HIS THREE 
ONS, AND HIS 

ERVANT, AND ALL HIS 
OLDIERS, THAT 

AME DAY TOGETHER.” 


LESSON TEACHINGS. 
AFTER 


ISOBEDLENCE 
COMES 
EFEAT OF AN ARMY 
ISASTER TO ISRAEL. 
EATH OF A ROYAL FAMILY. 


IVINE PUNISHMENT. 


VHE WAY OF 


RANSGRESSORS IS HARD 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR S®PERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS. 
BY JOHN B, SMITH. 


HAT lesson of January was in the fifteenth chapter of 
first Sam.? [Let the answer give both number and 
title. ] 

What lesson was in the sixteenth chapter? What in the 
seventeenth? In the eighteenth? In the nineteenth? In 
the twentieth? 

In which chapter was the lesson of last Sunday ? 

In which was that of to-day? 

How many more chapters are in the book ? 

Which of the historical books of the Old Testament has 
the fewest chapters? How many has it? Which has the 
most? How many has that? 

Who fled to the wilderness of Engedi? 

What king pursued after him? 

What did Saul lose in a cave? 

Who had it?) How did he get it? 

When Saul went away, what did David do with the robe? 

With what evil intent was Saul pursuing David? 

What had David’s men advised him to do to Saul? 

Why did he spare him? 

What was the title of the lesson of last Sunday? 


With how many men? 


Its 


numbers a golden text? 
his military What is the title of our lesson to-day? Its golden text? 


and that t 
dom. 


The superintendent may add; ‘“ Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saith the Lord.” 
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BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF DAVID. 
[The Rev. W. Benham, B.D.,in The Church Sunday School Magazine.} 


HEN Saul perished on the mountains of Gilboa, the 
case of Israel appeared hopeless indeed. The Phil- 
istines were lords over the whale nerth country, the 
southern portion of Judah alone was free from their 
ravages. Three of Saul’s sons had died on the same 
bloody field as their father; there still remained one on 
whom alone the hopes of the adherents of Saul appear 
to have rested, namely, Ishbosheth. But for a while, as 
we shall presently see, they were unable to proclaim him, 
The history at first is gathered round two persons, Abner 
and David. The former, Saul’s commander-in-chief, was 
also his first cousin, being the son of Ner, the brother of 
Kish (1 Chron. 9: 36). In fact he held nearly the same 
sort of relationship to Saul that Joab did to David. He 
appears several times in the history of Saul (1 Sam. 
14: 51; 17: 57; 26: 3), but there is no mention of him 
at Gilboa. In the five years that followed he seems to 
have struggled manfully to deliver his land from the 
Philistines, and to have im great measure succeeded. At 
the end of that time he felt himself strong enough to pro- 
claim Ishbosheth king. But the people in the south no 
longer accepted the rulership of the ouse. It had beeuw 
foreseen long before Saul’s death that God had chosen 
David to restore the fallen people. He had not rebelled 
against Saul. His life had foun relentlessly sought after ; 
in self-defence he had gathered his outlaw band together, 
and it was now well organized. He was at Ziklag (the 
resent of Achish to him) when the news of his rival’s 
all reached him. After a due and genuine lamentation 
over Saul’s death, and yet more over that of Jonathan, 
David inquired of the Lord whether the time was now 
come for him to move toward the throne. Receiving an 
encouraging answer, he went up to Hebron. 

Hebron is about twenty miles south of Jerusalem, and 
the same distance north of Beersheba. It is one of the 
most ancient cities in existence (Numb. 13: 22; Gen. 
13: 18). At the present time it contains about 5000 in- 
habitants, and preserves its sacred character by the pos- 
session of the cave of Machpelah, the most ancient burial- 

lace in the world. It was this sacredness no doubt (for 

achpelah was even in lavid’s time an ancient spot), as 
well as its strong position which led to its being chosen 
for his first capital. He was accompanied by his two 
wives, Ahinoam and Abigail. The men of Judah—for I 
need not say that he was now in the heart of that tribe 
—immediately anointed him king over them. They thus 
formally disclaimed all connection with the dynasty of 
Saul. He had been privately anointed before, as an in- 
dication of the divine will. This was the accomplish- 
ment of that will. Compare 1 Sam. 10: 1 with 11: 14, 15. 

Meanwhile the northern tribes lay utterly crushed and 
prostrate under their invaders. The men of Jabesh- 
Gilead, in grateful remembrance of Saul’s former benefit, 
had ventured to bury his dishonored bones, and some 
one had told David, probably thinking he would resent 
the act. But he sent a warm and generous message of 
thanks to them, and bade them “ be valiant” against the 
Philistines. He told them that the house of Judah had 
chosen him for their king, and probably expected that 
the men of Jabesh would likewise accept the choice. 

- I have already said that five years elapsed after Saul’s 
death before Ishbosheth was anointed by Abner. The 
history does not expressly say so, but we arrive at the 
conclusion in this way. David reigned seven years in 
Hebron, but Ishbosheth reigned only two years. It 
follows, therefore, that during the first five years of 
David’s reign there was no king in the north, and this 
conclusion is confirmed by David’s making no mention 
of any in his message to Jabesh-Gilead. 

When Abner at length felt himself able to set up 
Ishbosheth, he chose for the capital another ancient 
sanctuary, Mahanaim, the scene of Jacob’s victory with 
the angel. It was on the east of the Jordan, compara- 
tively free from fear of the Philistines. There he “ made 
him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites |i, ¢, the 
tribe of Asher], and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and 
over Benjamin, and over all Israel.” This list probably 
indicates the order of his successive recoveries from the 
Philistines. 


THE BATTLE-FIELD OF SAUL AND THE 
PHILISTIN ES, 


{From Illustrations of Scripture. By Horatio B. Hackett, D.D.]} 
Y pilgrimage brought me, in the forenoon of May 
first, to Jenin, on the southern border of the plain 
of Esdraelon. This village, having a population of some 
two thousand, may be the modern represen'ative of Ea- 
Ganim, which existed at the time of the Hebrew con- 
quest (Joshua 19: 21; 21: 29). It is certainly the Ginza 
of Josephus, who meations it as one of the boundaries 
between Samaria and Galilee. Here we halted about 
two hours, under the shade of a widespreading mulberry 
tree, by the side of a beautiful stream which flows west- 
ward + Mew the plain, and swells the waters of Kishon, 
near the sea. At noon, just as the muezzin, or crier, was 
heard from the balcony of the minaret, calling the faith- 
ful to prayers, we resumed our march, — launched 
forth upon the magnificent plain of Esdraelon or Jezreel. 
This plain stretches (leaving out of view some minor 
irregularities) from the Mediterranean, between Akka 
on the north and the head of Carmel on the south, across 
the country, with an average width of ten or twelve 
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miles, to the river Jordan on the east. It forms a break 
down between the mountains of Lebanon on the north 
and those of Samaria on the south. It is, for the most 
part, quite level, with only slight undulations here and 
there. Of its fertility I have already spoken in another 
place. This plain has been a battle-field of the most 
sanguinary dye from the days of Barak to Napoleon, 
who, with*a handful of French, defeated here a large 
Turkish army. Dr. Clark, the traveler, observes in just, 
as well as beautiful, language, that “warriors out of 
every nation which is a heaven have pitched their 
tents in the Plain of Esdraelon, and have beheld the 
various banners of their nations wet with the dews of 
Tabor and ‘of Hermon.” An isolated ridge of rocky 
heights extends from the direction of the Jordan into 
this valley toward the west, which is the Gilboa of Scrip- 
ture; a name which David’s touching elegy on Saul and 
: = will preserve forever in the memory of man- 

PO, 66s 

The account of the battle, which resulted in the death 
of the Hebrew king, not only mentions the general scene 
of the action, but embraces the names of several places, 
which are introduced as sustaining not vague, but alto- 
gether definite, complicated relations to each other. If 
these places, now, can be identified still, and if the con-. 
nections between them implied in the narrative are- 
found to be entirely natural, and appropriate to the: 
events referred to them, may we not reasonably adduce. 
this agreement as a corroboration of the Scripture 
history ? 

The following summary recapitulates the even‘s as far 
as the present object requires. The combatants in the 
battle, which proved so disastrous to Saul, lay encamped, 
at first, the Israelites on Gilboa, the Philistines at Shunem. 
They appear subsequently to have changed their posi- 
tion; the Israelites are said to have pitched their tents 
at a fountain near Jezreel, and the Philistines at Aphek. 
On the night before the battle Saul proceeded to Endor 
to consult a sorceress respecting the event of the ap- 
proaching conflict; it is implied that he rejoined his 
army after an absence of a few hours only. The final 
encounter took place on Gilboa, and the Philistines, who 
were the conquerors, having found the dead body of Saul; 
among the slain, carried it to Bethshean, and hung it up. 
on the walls of the city. All these places, now, if the- 
narrative be true, must have been near each other: must 
have been so situated as to admit of the rapid move-. 
ments, hither and thither, which the complications of a. 
battle involve, and some of them, at least, as we may, 
presume, afforded to the parties certain military advan-. 
tages, leading them to select just.these positions rather 
than others. The question arises, then, Does an inspec~ 
tion of the scene where the contest between Saul and the 
Philistines is said to have occurred verify these condi- 
tions? Have the names of the places outlived the revo- 
lutions of so many ages, and does their present situation 
agree with the circumstances under which the sacred 
writer has introduced them? 

I venture to affirm that a person who compares the 
Bible account of this battle with the region around 
Gilboa, has the same sort (if not degree) of evidence that 
the account relates what is ‘ene, that &@ person would 
have that such battles as those of Saratoga, Yorktown 
or Waterloo, really took place, who should compare the 
current histories of those achievements with the places 
where they were performed. Gilboa, as the name of a 
hamlet on the ridge of mountains anciently known under 
that appellation, as well as Jezreel, Shunem, Endor, 
Bethshean, are all found still bearing the same names. 
They lie almost within sight of each other. A person 
can start from any one of them and make the circuit of 
them all in a few hours. Aphek is the only one of the 
cluster not yet identified. Jezreel is on the northern 
slope of Gilboa, and at the distance of twenty minutes to 
the east is a large fountain, and a smaller one still nearer; 
just the position which a chieftain would select, both on 
account of its elevation and the supply of water needed 
for his troops. Opposite to Jezreel, across a narrow 
valley, on the side of a parallel ridge, is Shunem, where 
the Philistines could watch the movements of the enemy 
with great advantage. Again, a village, Endor, lies on 
the northern side of the same ridge; so that Saul, leavin 
his camp at Jezreel, could steal his way, under cover 0 
the night, across the intervening valley, and over the 
moderate summit which he would have to ascend, and 
then, after his consultation with the women of Endor, 
could return to his forces without haviog been missed by 
any, except those in thesecret. Finally, Bethshean, now 
Beisan, a little to the east, in the valley of the Jordan, 
visible, in fact, from Jezreel, must have been, judging 
from its natural facilities, a strong place; and hence, the 
Philistines. after the battle, would naturally take posses- 
sion of such a town; so that we find them entrenched 
precisely where we might expect, when we read of their 
mutilating there the body of Saul, as a part of their 
barbarous celebration of the victory. 

It is well known that some of the most celebrated 
battle-fields of Grecian and Roman history correspond, 
at present, but imperfectly with the descriptions of 
ancient writers. It is found to be impossible, beyond a 
very general outline, to ascertain the position, and to 
trace the movements, of the contending armies. The 
reason of this is, not that we have any special occasion 
to question the trustworthiness of the writers, but be- 
cause, no doubt, villages which they mention have 
changed their names, or have entirely disappeared ; or 
because, in some instances, the convulsions of nature 
may have altered the course of streams, or disturbed the 
ancient demarcations between hills and valleys. Yet, 
Saul’s last battle-field remains to this day mapped out 
before us on the face of the country almost as distinctly 


as if what was done there had been a contemporary 
event; though the Bible relates it of an age even more 
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remote than that of the foundiag of Rome, of one later 
but a little than the siege of Troy. 


PRAYING BOYS. 
BEARING THE YOKE IN ON&’S YOUTH. 
{Hezekiah Butterworth, in The Christian at Work.) 


WAS standing in the ante-room of the Boston Young 
Men’s Christian Association, recently, at the close of 
the boys’ prayer-meeting. Near me stood a Christian 
— of much observation and experience, and as 
the fine, intelligent faces of the boys filed past the open 
door, I remarked, “ It is an unusually promising sight.” 
“Yes,” he answered, ‘and I have faith in praying 
boys. The choicest promises in God’s Word are theirs. 
No person can be all that it is possible for one to be, or 
can accomplish all that it is possible for one to accomplish, 
without he give his affections to the service of God in 
early youth. Years lost to religion when one’s habits 
and character are forming make the whole of life less 
than it might have been. Look at the men whose lives 
have really been most helpful to the world, and who 
have accomplished the most in the work of religious 
progress. Zinzendorf made his nursery a prayer and 
conference-room. John and Charles Wesley held 
student and prayer-mectings in their rooms at Oxford, 
and incurred the ridicule of the University by their de- 
votions, who bestowed upon them the name ‘ Methodist’ 
as a term of reproach. What an influence went out 
from that student prayer-meeting, and entered into the 
religious life and experience of the world! Jonathan 
E1wards, when a boy, used to hold meetings with his 
young companions in the woods; and Havelock, the 
Christian hero of India, established similar meetin 
when a boy at school, in the sleeping-room of one of his 
companions. The whole period of these men’s lives 
were devoted to God’s service ; the growth of youth, the 
vigor of manhood, as well as all of the years of riper ex- 
perience ; and how grand and strong and limitless were 
the result and the influence! I love a praying youth, 
and I would stand hat in hand, so to speak, to the 
poorest poor who begins life with prayer. He is an heir 
to God’s best good, and is a representative of that moral 
power which, in my estimate of men, is more than titles 
or estates, social rank or station,” 

The force and truth of the earnest man’s words im- 
pressed me, and especially the allusion to Havelock, 
whose early experiences furnish a strong illustration of 
the influence of early religion in developing the noblest 
types of men. Havelock, in his diary, once touched 
upon the history of the boys who joined with him in the 
little devotional meetings at the Charterhouse school. 
“ Hinds,” he says, “ distinguished himself at Barbadoes, 
at the period of slave emancipation. Norris, now Sir 
William Norris, e queen’s advocate and chief- 
justice of Ceylon, and Hare is well known to the 

iterary and religious world by his writings.” In re- 
viewing these experiences, and his own religious de- 
velopment, he says, emphatically: “ The most important 
part in the history of any man is his connection, through 
taith, with the invisible world.” Havelock himself died 
a hero and a martyr, while the acclamations over his 
splendid achievements and victories were yet fresh in his 
ears. “ For more than forty years,” he said, “I have so 
ruled my life that when death came I might face it with- 
out fear, I die happy and contented. I am not in the 
least afraid. To die is gain.” 

God accepts the life that is early offered him, and 
holds it in his keeping forever. Such a life calls into 
exercise all the best energies of the soul, and opens at 
‘ast &@ luminous future to an unregretted past. We, too, 
have faith in praying boys, and the gentlemen’s thoughts 

ad illustrations left in our mind the wish that boys’ 
prayer-meetings might be multiplied, and become an in- 
stitution with the young. May not the incident prove 
suggestive to some praying boy? 


THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD. 


AN EXPOSITION OF THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM. 
{An address by Henry Varley. Reported in Word and Work.] 
SHALL endeavor to give an exposition of this Psalm; 
and trust you have your Bibles with you, for if not, 
the probability is you may not get a blessing. The 
Word of God is to our spiritual life just what food is to 
our bodily life. The man who lightly esteems the Word 
of God will be a dwarf. “ As new born babes desire the 
sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby.” 
“This is that bread which came ln from heaven.” 
Christ says, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” I 
would remark here, that whilst no end of controversy 
continues about the meaning of these words they are ob- 
vious enough. Flesh and blood represent the integrity 
of his being. “ His flesh is meat indeed, his blood is 
drink indeed.” This Book is his life in manifestation, 
snd if you and I want to reproduce his life upon earth 
(of course always in an imperfect form), the best prepa- 
ration will be to feed upon his Word; the result of 
which is sure to be seen in the increase of our spiritual 
life. You cannot give out what you have not received, 
and by the grace of the Spirit you may constantly re- 
ceive “of his fullness and grace upon grace.” See, how- 
ever, that you do not talk of holding the truth only, 
rather let it hold ba You want it to shape your judg- 
ment of men and things, and to guide -your thoughts 
about time and eternity. Such is the force of the cur- 
rent of what is called free thought at the present time 
that the man who is not held by this Book, will be 
drified away from the truth of God. 
Well, about the 23d Psalm. Shall we first of all no- 
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tice the position of this Psalm. It seems a very simple 
thing to say that it comes between the 22d and the 
24h Psalms, but there is much thought suggested by its 
position. 

Look at the 224 Psalm; it is a Psalm which of all 
others speaks of the sorrows and sufferings of Christ, 
and of the ignominy of the cross, It is pre-eminently a 
Messianic Psalm. Look at the opening verse, they are 
the words which were quoted by the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the hour of his deepest agony, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” Look again at the 17th 
aad 18th verses, how familiar are those to us in connec- 
tion with the scene at the crucifixion of our Lord. 

Look now at the 24th Psalm, where we find a totally 
different experience: “ The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof,’ &c. To whom do these words refer? 
They refer to the Lord Jesus Christ, not as the man of 
sorrows now, but as the risen One, “God over all, 
blessed for ever.” People often get wrong in their con- 
ception of the Psalms. Take the first Psalm, “ Blessed 
is the man,” etc. Who is there represented? Is it some 
fine s en of human life or character? Nothing of 
the kind. It is just a description of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, with the 24th Psalm: “ Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord?” Whois referred to? It is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom we read in the closing verses : 


“L‘ft up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors ; and the 7h of glory shall come in. 
Who is the King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is 


the King of glory.” Now, I want you to observe that. 
in the 22d Psalm, we have the sorrow of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. There we have Christ identified with 
the cross, and in the 24th we have him identified with 
the glory. 

That is the reason the 2341 Psalm stands where it is— 
it comes between the cross, after it, and before the glory, 
just where the believer is now, between the cross and 
the glory. On this side of the cross, and not yet come 
to the glory. Just between these, and while we are still 
on earth, we have Christ spoken of (in the 231 Psalm) 
as our Shepherd, Leader, and Restorer. 

I do sincerely trust your minds are clear as to this; 
that you are past the judgment of the cross and are united 
to the risen Christ. Of course the time will never come 
when a believer will speak lightly of the “ atonement’ 
effected by his death. That precious supper was insti- 
tuted for the refreshment of our memory on that very 
point. Yet let us remember that so far as our standing 
is concerned we are past the cross. Many have no clear 
apprehension of what spiritual life is; but it is life in 
Christ. As Paul says, “ Not I, but Christ liveth in me.” 
I beseech mg do not play fast and loose with this pre- 
cious truth; for if you sometimes think that you are 
united to Christ, and at other times doubt whether you 
are or not, you cannot know the quiet power of life in 
Christ, or abide in the joy of the Lord which is our 
strength. This being so, I now read with you this af- 
ternoon the 231 Psalm. 


THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD. 


How beautiful are these words? I think internal 
evidence shows this Psalm to have been written, not in 
the early life of David, but after he ascended the throne. 
I do not speak dogmatically, but I think it so. Look at 
the 5th verse which speaks of “anointing his head with 
oil;” from that you would judge that was after he was 
made king, for it is added, ““ My cup runneth over.” 
How beautiful, then, as coming from a man in his posi- 
tion, is that impression with which the Psalm opens— 
“The Lord is my Shepherd! I shall not want.” David, 
what do you mean? You are the king of an intensely 
loyal nation ; you have large revenues; you have power 
and authority; why do you not say you shall not want 
because of these things? I suppose the last thing which 
any king would expect, would be that he shoal come 
to want. Yet observe he does not say, I shall not want 
because I am king; but because “The Lord is my 
Shepherd.” 

Beloved friends, let us be careful lest we interpret the 
circumstances incidental to the present life between us 
and God. The trust of every one of us ought to be 
“The Lord is my Shepherd,” therefore, “I shall not 
want.” ‘“ He that spared not his own Son, but deli- 
vered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things.” 

Lately I met a friend of mine who has a large estate 
in the country. He seemed much depressed, and I 
asked him what was troubling him, and I soon found it 
was the cares of his estate. Why, my dear sir, are you at- 
tempting to carry your estate? One acre of it is enough 
to bury you many times over, and what must it be if you 
are attempting to bear the whole? There was the po- 
verty of plenty. Many things and much care. om 
answer both to wealth and penury is, “The Lord is my 
Shepherd.” Nor will we make a bugbear of our poverty, 
or a burden of our wealth—“ The Lord is my portion, 
saith my soul.” A never-failing portion. 

At Exeter, last week, I heard of a dear old Christian 
woman, who, according to our thoughts, was suffering a 

ood deal. It was laid on the mind of a lady t» visit 

er, and she found the old Christian lying in bed on the 
morning of the third day without £008, that is, she had 
been two days fasting; and yet, after her needs had been 
relieved by the lady, instead of complaining, the aged 
sister said: “I was just praising God that had not 
suffered any desire for food these last forty eight hours.” 
I am not surprised at that. He either makes a way of 
escape, or gives strength to bear. See how the devil 
came to Christ after his long abstinence, and says, “Com- 
mand that these stones be made bread.” It is a common 
plan of the devil’s to trouble us in regard to our circum- 
stances. But what does Christ say to him? It is written 
“that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
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word of God.” It is not for those who are hungry in 
God’s service to be fed at the table of the devil— 


God may send a raven ever; 
He never sends the devil—never. 


Christ’s reply is equivalent to saying, my Father has 
kept me for forty days, and so he may sustain me for 
fifty or sixty days if he please,—I will wait his time. 
Let us remember that we are very precious in his sight. 
To those of us who have received the Lord Jesus Carist, 
I say, our bodies are just the vessels of mercy into which 
the Lord Jesus has come to dwell. Thecasket that holds 
the “unspeakable gift” is therefore precious unto God. 
If you have some gift, as a memento of some loved one 
who is gone, I understand how you will cherish the 
casket in which it is placed; and I can see you take it 
out again and again, and look at it with loving memo- 
ries. So you are the caskets in which Christ, his Son, 
dwells, is love and care of you who shall tell? I[ 
would sooner expect the sun to fall from the heavens, 
than one of his children should be forsaken. 

Another thought here; how wonderful that the Lord 
Jesus Christ should have been, in this world, voluntarily 
a poor man. He had none of those things that we are 
accustomed to call the accessories of success. 

When I was a youth of nineteen, I went to Australia 
just because I had nothing to start with here, and t 
thought there was little prospect of success in business, 
without some capital to begin with. When I made 
sufficient in Australia to aid me here, I returned home. 

More or less we are all troub!ei in regard to the 
accessories of success; and we do not look for prosperity 
without them; yet Christ had none of these. Had it 
been essential to his success, he would certainly have 
had a large estate, and princely revenues. Yet he had no 
estate, no house; indeed, he himself said that he “had 
not where to lay his head.” And when the tax gatherer 
came, 80 poor was he, that he had to send Peter to sea 
and get the money from the mouth of a fish. What was 
all this for? Surely to teach us all the great truth, and 
in his own life, the highest example of the fact that, “a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.” 

Now we pass on to the next verse: “He maketh 
me to lie down.” I like that word “maketh.” It is 
such a good word. The thought here is that God has at 
times to compel us to lie down. We do neei this com- 
pelling hand. Some of us are so restless, and it is‘as 
though he would shape us into gentle quietness. God 
maketh us to liedown. It is said of shee, that they will 
never lie down, uatil they are satisfied. I believe it is 
perfectly true; and this verse indicates the peace of sa- 
tisfaction. We are perfectly satisfiei—not with self; 
but, satisfied with Jesus His love, his presence, and 
care. My beloved friends, are you satisfied? Some 
reply, I shall be sati:fisd when I awake in his likeness. 
That is now. You are putting it off to the resurrection 
day. Who gave you license to doso? You are in the 
image of Christ even a: you sit there. 

The Psalmist cou'd say, ‘ My soul shall dwell at ease,” 
or, as the margin has it, “shall /odge in goodness.” That 
is, a good place to dwell in, isit not? Again, Jesus him- 
self says, “ My yoke is easy.” There is work, but it is 
easy. The employ of his presence is rest. By the sd 
there is a beautiful thought here. It is the idea of bul- 
locks yoked in pairs, Christ is filling one side of the yoke 
himself, and he asks you to come and put your neck, as 
it were, inside the other. If you are weak, he is not. I 
have known horses thus yoked, a strong and a weak one, 
Even thus we lose our weakness in his might. I really 
do not know what he would do with his strength were it 
not for our weakness. Just so with his wisdom; what 
would he do with it were it not for our ignorance? and 
what would he do with heaven if he had not his people 
to fill it? “He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
There is still the idea of quietness here, as well as loving 
care. In connection with this, turn for one moment to 
Isaiah 40: 11, “ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd : 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 
in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 

oung.” What infinite tenderness, and so to speak, 
littleness there is in this. Yet, look at the next verse, 
“ Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with the span,” ete. If you 
have infinite littleness on the one hand, you have infinite 

reatness on the other. How precious is the contrast 
aoe these two verses, “ Gathered the lambs with his 
arm ;” “ Meted out heaven with his span.” His span 
enough for heaven’s arch, but hand, and arm, and heart, 
are given to the lambs. 

An American brother gives a beautiful little parable 
about this. He speaks of a flock of sheep coming to the 
shepherd, and the fist says, “I know I am your sheep, 
for you had eight pounds of wool off my back last shearing 
time ;” the next one says, “ I know I am your sheep, too, 
because you had six pounds off my back ;” the next one 
says, “I know I am your sheep, because you had four 

unds off my back ;” another comes and says, “I am in 
Foubt whether I am your sheep or not, because you had 
only two pounds of wool off my back;” then up comes 
a poor, scraggy-looking fellow and says, “I dont know 
if I am your sheep at all, or what I am, whether a sheep 
or a goat, for you had hardly any at all from me.” The 
shepherd looks at them and says, “I would that every 
one of you gave me ten pounds of wool; but the ques- 
tion of your belonging to me is not settled by your giving 
me much or little, but by the fact that | bought you and 
paid for you.” Pray you remember these things. Some 
forgét that it is not the sheep who holds the shepherd, 
but the shepherd who holds the sheep; it is not the house 
that holds the foundation, but the foundation .hat holds 
the house. Never, never forget that it is the shepherd 
who goes before the sheep and leads them. The very 
word “sheep ” implies a possessor. 
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NorTice.—SuUBsCRIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUFD WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWALS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH IS 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS, 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATE, 


From March 5th to 10th are the days named for the 
informal Sunday-school Congress at Plainfield, N. J. 


At the closing service of the Moody and Sankey 
meetings in this city, on Thursday of Jast week, a thank- 
offering of more than $100,000 was contributed toward 
the completion of the new building of the Philadelphia 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 


Ft is pleasant to be able to announce that the report 
of the death of Henry Varley last week was an error. 
Mr. Varley was alarmingly ill with an attack ot rheuma- 
tiem of the heart, and his death was at one time reported 
an‘ telegraphed accordingly by cable to this country ; but 
later advices indicate that he is recovering, and is already 
well enough to move to a watering-place for his health. 
An exposition by Mr. Varley of the twenty-third Psalm, 
given on another page, will be read with interest just at 
this time. 


EVIDENCE is supplied to us from every side that 
the Scholars’ Quarterly is meeting a felt want in the 
Surday-schools. Ics circulation is already larger than 
was anticipated for its initial number. The suggestion 
has been made by many workers, that it would be an 
improvement to have the page of questions on each les- 
son over against the page containing the text to which 
they relate, instead of on its reverse side. Accordingly 
the number for the second quarter of the year will be 
printed in that form. By this change the turning of a 
leaf to refer to the text will be unnecessary. Other im- 
provements are to be made in The Quarterly as they 
seem called for. Neither perfection nor absolute accu- 
racy is to be at once attained to, but steady improve- 
ment may be expected. 


THE word “ prevent” is used in our English Bible as 
meaning fo go before. “The God of my mercy shall pre- 
vent me;” “In the morning shall my prayer prevent 
thee.” But the word is now commonly understood as 
meaning fo hinder, It is not strange-+that that which is 
in advance has come to be spoken of as a hindrance. The 
men who are before us on the s‘reet, going the same way 
we travel, are commonly more of an obstacle to our pro- 
gress than are those who are going in an opposite direc 
tion. So in approaching any public building, where it 
is for the time a centre of attraction, those who go before 
us hinder us; they prevent us. So also in many a work 
of Christian usefulness, those who are just in advance of 
us keep us back; notin every case because they cannot 
move more rapidly, but because they do not. They 
move slowly, if at al!, and their delay hinders us in our 
best efforts at progress. It may be said of very many 
who prevent religious activities in the church, in the Sun- 
day-school, or in the community, by occupying a fore- 
moat place and failing to move forward: “ Ye entered, 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered.” 


» 
GRATIFYING assurances come to us of the approbation 
by earnest Caristian workers of THe SUNDAY ScHOOL 
TIMES as a means of stimulating others to increased and 
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more intelligent activity. K. A. Burnell, of Lilinois, 
the well known lay-evangelist, recently sent to us a gold 
sovereign which had been given to him by a young Enog- 
lish girl whose family had from competency been re- 
duced to destitution through an intemperate father. 
This one souvenir of brighter days had been treasured 
by her through varied chavges until she was moved to 
give it to Mr. Burne!l as a thank-offering, that it might 
be the means of good in the Lord’s cause. The evange- 
list knowing the spirit in which she gave it desired to 
use it as the nucleus of a fund for sending THE SuNDAY 
ScHoou Times to needy teachers in his vast western 
parish. With a proposition to this effect he forwarded 
ittous. Although sincerely grateful for this evidence of 
approval of our work, we could not see our way clear to 
call on others, through our columns, to add to such a 
gift for the purpose indicated, and we so informed Mr. 
Burnell, who thereupon asked that the sovereign be em- 
ployed as far as it would go in the line at first proposed 
by him. Again, Gen. 8. C. Armstrong, at the head of 
the Normal Institute at Hampton, Va., having ex- 
pressed a wish that each graduate of his institution 
sbould have a copy of THESuNpAy ScHOOL TIMEs com- 
ing to him regularly, some generous friends of his work 
are making subscriptions accordingly. Of course we are 
glad that our paper is thus prized by those whose good 
opinions we value, and we shall always be pleased to 
send THE TIMes to needy teachers as the means are 
provided by generous helpers. 


So many questions are asked by subscribers about our 
Superintendent's Paper that we venture here an ex- 
planation of its plan and scope, instead of attempting a 
written reply to all inquirers. A superintendent’s offi- 
cial work is a peculiar one, and he needs for it a special 
preparation. For instance, he would like to know what is 
a good passage of Scripture to read on opening the school, 
as appropriate to the lesson of the day; also what hymns 
to sing. But it is not important for his teachers to be in- 
formed on these points. A good illustration to use in 
enforcing the lesson as a whole upon the school, a proper 
review outline, or a suggestive motto for the blackboard 
in the closing exercises, hints as to the final application 
of the lesson, and many other aids to his work are likely 
to be of peculiar service to him, while they would not 
prove specially helpful to his teachers. To meet this 
want the Superintendent's Paper is prepared. It is a 
small eight page paper, published once a month, con- 
taining hints and helps for the superintendent, in the 
direction above indicated, for each lesson of the ensuing 
month. Only pastors and superintendents are entitled 
to subscribe for it, and they must also be already sub- 
scribers to THE*SUNDAY ScHoon Times. By this limi- 
tation the helps are secured to the very persons for whom 
they are designed. Teachers have in the columns of 
THE Times that which seems needful for their work. If 
the material for superintendents was put in there, it 
would crowd out what is better for the teachers. If, on 
the other hand, the Superintendent's Paper were fur- 
nished freely to all, many who need its aid would be 
reluctant to make use of what was already spread before 
their teachers. Of course this plan restricts the circula- 
tion, and lessens the pecuniary profit of the paper; but 
it seems essential to meet the purpose of the publication. 
It is pleasant to know that no help supplied by THE 
SunpDay ScHoot TiMes meets with more unqualified 
approbation on the part of those using it than does the 
Superintendent's Paper as indicated ia both the de- 
mand for it and the comment on it by representative 
workers, . 


REVERENCE FOR AUTHORITY. 

HE duty of reverence for God’s representatives, which 

is plainly enjoined in the Sunday-school lesson of 

the International series for the first Sunday in February 

(1 Samuel 24: 1-16), isso sadly neglected by young and old 

in America, that this opportunity of enforcing the divine 

call to it ought not to pass unimproved. We made inci- 

dental mention of it last week, by way of criticism on’ 

the golden text of the lesson, but the subject is worthy 
of separate treatment. 

“What is the greatest lack in our Sunday-schools?” 
was a question asked at a teachers’ convention. ‘ Rey- 
erence,” was the answer given by a distinguished clergy- 
man, And his idea of the crying need of our schools 
was certainly too: near the truth to seem absurd to a 
thoughtful observer. Not in our Sunday-schools alone, 
but everywhere in America reverence has less promi- 
nence than almost any other trait of character. As a 
rule, in this country, children have little reverence for 
their parents, parents have little reverence for their 
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government, scholars have little reverence fur their in- 
structors, citizens have little reverence for their rulers, 
Even toward God, reverence, in worship, and in the 
treatment of his church, his day, and his ministers, is by 
no means uniformly exhibited by those who call them- 
selves Christians. 

Doubtless our ideas of civil government have some- 
thing to do with this. Certainly our metheds of choos- 
ing and treating our rulers have very much to do with 
it. Weselect men to be in authority, and we call them 
our servants because they are to serve the public, and 
we are a portion of the public. Hence we are tempted 
to look down upon our rulers instead of up to them. 
Moreover, in our periodical election seasons we who are 
of one political party feel free to censure those who are 
in authority of the other party. In holding pubiie offi- 
cials to account for the manner in which they discharge 
their duty, we are prone to forget that any reverence is 
due to the positions held by magistrates and rulers even 
while those occupying the high stations are unworthy. 
Indeed from the references often made in a general way, 
in common conversation, in the pulpit, and through both 
the secular and religious pres:, to those who are flice 
holders under the municipal, the state, or the na ional 
government, it might be inferred that those who are in 
authority are less entitled to the respect of the commu- 
nity than if they had remained private citizens. 

Now if it were true that our rulers were uniformly 
corrupt men, we should not be absolved by that fact 
from the duty of reverencing them, honoring them while 
they are in authority. Saul was a bad man, disobedient 
toward God, envious and malignant toward David; but 
that would not have justified David in lack of due re- 
spect for Saul as his sovereign. “ The Lord forbid,” he 
said, “that I should do this thing unto my master, the 
Lord’s anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, 
seeing he is the anointed of the Lord.” Paul apologized 
when he found that he had unwittingly spoken disre- 
spectfully to a high priest, who was disgracing his office 
by injustice and illegal courses, “Then said Paul, I 
wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is 
written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy 
people.” Whosoever is rightfully in authority is to be 
reverenced as God’s representative in his sphere. “ He 
is the minister of God to thee for good.” “ For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained 
of God.” The duty of being subject under God to civil 
powers, of obeying magistrates, of honoring the king, of 
yielding reverence “ not only to the good and gentle, but 
also to the froward”’ officials, is as clearly er: joined as any 
duty in the Word of God, And this duty should be 
borne in mind by American citizens, and impressed on 
American children in Sunday-school and out of it. All 
should be taught to fear God and to honor those who, by 
his ordering, are in authority, even though the cfficzials 
be all as ungodly as King Saul, or as unjust as the high 
pri‘st Ananias. 

But it is not true, in any sense or to any degree, that 
those holding public office in this councry are generally 
leas worthy of honor or respect than private citizens, 
Those who are in civil authority are there by the choice 
of the people, directly or indirectly ; and men as a rule 
vote for those who are better, not worse, than themselves. 
A representative official is commonly, alm st invariably, 
above the average, both in ability and character, of the 
citizens he represents. His standard is higher than 
theirs, and his course is less susceptible to fair criticism. 
He is more careful, more upright, in office than out of it 
And practically we all act in this view of the case, even 
though we do not give expression to the idea. If we 
were compelled to pass at midoight through a street of 
unp easant repute in a great city, and sawa man just 
before us at the entranc: to a dark alley way, it would 
lessen rather than increase our possible anxiety were the 
light of a street lamp to flash on the bidge of a police- 
man, and show to us that it was a representative of law 
who was watching there. We should certainly feel that 
it was safer to trust the average city <flicial than the 
average private citizen in such a place If again, we 
wished to send to a friend a letter with money in it, 


from a strange city, we should feel less confidence that 
it would reach its destination safely if we stepped out 
into the street and asked the first passer whom we saw 


to take it and drop it into the post-office for us, than if 
we went to the nearest lamp-post mail-vox and deposited 
it there. Our honest opinion is, that the average 
government postman is more trustworthy than the 
average citizen who holds noruch appointment, And 
so all the way up to the very highest positions ia our 
civil governmeat. The standard of character aad of 


conduct is superior in official life to that which prevails 
in the corresponding sphere of private life. The average 
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man who holds offi:e is more worthy of respect than the 
average man who holds none. 

Yet the popular cutery against public officials in this 
country has done much to lower the standard of morals 
both in and out of cffice. In hardly any way could a 
parent more effectually lead his ch:ldren to dishonest 
and untruthful practices than by continua ly telling 
them that they were thieves and liars. An almost cer- 
tain result of caliing « ldiers c wards, and a-suring them 
that they were not expected to stand fire, would be their 
breaking for the rear under a sudden and vigorous 
attack by the enemy. If anything would make public 
men uni‘ormly corrupt, it wou'd surely be an incessant 
popular clamor against all« ffi-ials as such, and the re- 
peated declarations, throngh pulpit, platform, and press, 
that those who assume places of trust and honor under 
the governm-nt are as a matter of course to be dishonest 
and unfaithful. No more obvious cause of peril to our 


American institutions exists 


to-day than that which is 
found in the common habit of sneering at or denouncing 
the representatives of authority in high places and 
in low. Itis acrying shame; it is a criminal shame 
that so many good men do not hesitate to speak of office 
holders as a cla:s as if they were corrupt and dishonest. 
This habit tends to break down reverence for authority, 
to make children dishonor their parents and teachers, 
citizens to despise their government, the community 
generally to “despise dominion and speak evil of dig- 
nities,” to give no fear to God and no honor to his 
chosen representatives. 

Of course it is right to denounce evil doing and to 
condemn the wrong wherever it exists; but office-holding 
is not evil doing, nor is it wrong for a ruler to wield 
authority in the sphere to which God has called him. 
If a certain mother is cruel to her child, it is right to 
condemn her conduct; but it would be wrong to de- 
nounce the family relation as productive of only suffer- 
ing to children. If a set of bank directors compound a 
felony by making terms with a robber, they ought to be 
denounced ; but not all bank officers should be called 
rogues in consequence. If a particular church tries to 
shield a criminal member, there may be a propriety in 
openly condemning its course; but there would be none 
in inferring therefrom that all church organizations or 
church officers are on the side of evil. If a government 
Official is a swindler, or disgracas his station by low 
demagogueism, his conduct is fairly open to censure; 
but there is no justice in making his example another 
argument for the claim that corruption prevails to an 
exceptional degree in high places. 

Children ought to be taught to honor their parents as 
parents, not to judge them merely by their merit as men 
and women, They should also learn to have some re- 
spect for the office of their teacher, and of their minister, 
as well as to be grateful for any service rendered by 
these superiors, So, also, should citizens be urged to 
give some deference to those who are in public authority, 
for the sake of the station they hold, and the govern- 
ment they represent. Sneers at public cffizials as such 
should no more be tolerated by upright men than would 
be sneers at the mothers who bore them. It should be 
understood that there is such an offence in this country 
as “contempt of court,” even when an unworthy man is 
on the bench. Reverence is a du‘y ; it is an obvious need 
in our land. It is sadly lacking among many “that 
walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and 
despise government. Presumptuous are they, self- willed, 
they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. Whereas 
angela, which are greater in power and might, bring not 
railing accusation against them before the Lord.” 


THE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION. 

E give special prominence in this issue to the 

Christian Convention, just held in the Depot 
Church of Philadelphia. It was a fitting close to the 
nine weeks of labor, under the direction of Messrs 
Moody and Sankey. The convention originated with 
the miuisters of this citv, who were anxious that their 
fAiow- workers shculd share the blessing which to them- 
selves had been so rich. 
the Moody this management 
and with their large experience, they were enabled to 
cocvduct it very efficiently. The hospitality of Philadel- 
phia was ample for the delegates, of whom some two 
th usand were in attendance. 


[The executive committee of 


meetings undertook 


The aim of the convention was intensely practical. 
How to do things, was the Jeading thourht. Mr, Moody 
Was ualuraliy the chief 1 He opened reveral 
of the topics; and, upon ali, subjeeted bimseif to ques- 
tioning, saying fraukly, ‘ I will auswer if L can, but if I 
can’t, [’il tell you so.” He did not, however, have occa- 


patructor, 
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sion to confess inability, except where ques‘ions could 
be answered only by knowledge of the special fac’s in- 
volved. All present were strongly impressed with the 
fullness of Mr. Moody’s knowledge upon the details of 
Christian work, and with his unfailing readiness. 

It was a wise arrangement to have Mr Sankey discuss 
the use of music in religious services; to have Dr John 
Halland Dr. Jobn H. Vincent discuss the exposition 
and illustration of Scripture; to have Dr. Stephen H 
Tyng, Jr, speak on reaching non-church goers; and 
George H. Stuart and John Wanamaker tell 
duty to the young men 


of our 
All these were men specially 
Hundreds of miaisters 
and laymen will address themselves to their work with 
clearer perceptions, higher aims, and with a new enthu- 
siasm, because of this convention, 


skilled in these special lines. 


One caution needs to be added. There are diversities 
Not all 
are Moodys, nor Sankeys, nor Vincents, nor Halls, nor 
Tyngs, but all have some ability, which God would have 
expended for himself. Let each man learn what the 
Lord would have him to do—and do it. 


of gifts under the direction of the one Spirit. 


BRIEFLY. 


—Siid Ralph Wells, in a recent address at Poughkeepsie, 
“[ pity the teacher who doesn’t find Jesus in his lesson—my 
Jesus.” 


—It is a sign of progress that the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Children starts off so finely on its work in 
New York. Brutes are not to monopoliz? all the attention 
of the tender-hearted. 


—In the English Church Sunday School Magazine for 
January are sketches by the Rev. W. E. Littlewood, of the 
specimen Sunday-school session at Chantauqua last summer, 
and of Bethany Sunday-school in this city. 


—A Southern Sunday-school worker writes, under date of 
January 16: “Tread your article on tobacco to-day with 
much interest. I amasmoker, but under such arguments 
can hardly see my way perfectly clear to continue such, and 
think I shall put today’s golden text to practical use by 
saying, ‘I can quit smoking through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.’” 


—One indication that the greater portion of those persons 
attending Mr. Moody’s meetings are not regu'ar church 
attendants is found in the fact that they press forward to 
front seats as if they wera coming to a dinner-table instead 
of a prayer-meeting. Regular church attendants commonly 
take back seats at a prayer-meeting, leaving the front seats, 
before the leader, quite empty. 


—It was a keen retort, which is reported in The Advance 
as given by a Chinaman in Sin Francisco, who was wantonly 
pushed into the mud from a street crossing by an American : 
“ He picked himself up, shook off a little of the mire, and 
looking mildly at our worthy citizen, courtesyed like a girl, 
saying to him in a voice that every one standing round could 


hear: ‘ You Christian ; me heathen; good by!’ ” 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


A REGIMENT would not expect to appear well upon 
some great general review un/ess ithad heen subjected 
torigid drill day after day. A class, or aschool, which on 
quarterly review day would do creditable work, must 
prepare for it by unremitting attention Sunday afier 
Sunday 
little. Let every teacher act upon these considerations, 
and make sure at every session that what bas been learned 
up to that point is really well learned. S> shall the 
quarterly reviews be filled with interest, and with pri fis; 
and at the final judgment precious fruits will be found, 
which through this care has been produced. 


A hurried cramming at the end will avail but 


Every pas‘or desire: to thorough'y and scripturally 


indoctrinate his church. This is especially important 


for those members who are young and xperienced. 


How to do this is the seriogs question. The Rev. Dr, 
Jobn H. Castle, of the Jarvis S:reet Baptist Church, 
Toronto, Canada, conducts a series of ‘‘ Studies on the 


New Testameot Church,” and thus attempts to reach 
thisend. The programme of topics is priated, the meet- 
ing is held on a weekday evening, all who are interested 
are invited, and all are requested to bring their B 
and note- books 


les 
This looks like a successful movement. 
It may fi: in other places. 


Whatever helps one to systematically read or study 
his Bible, is worthy of notiie. E. A. McClean, Toledo, 
Ohio, has published and offers at fifteen cents per 
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dozen, what he calls a Boble book-mark. It is a card 
with some good suggestions to Bible students, and with 
a set of parallel columns in which a Scripture reading 
for each day is given. For the first six lessons of this 
quarter the readings are chiefly from the Psalms, which 
were the outgrowth of David's experiences. In connec- 
tion with the Hi me Readings of the ordinary lesson 
papers, these would be valuable helps. The plan of this 
book-mark is a good one, and workers will do well to 


look into it. 


The discussion of the winter Sunday-school question 
in these columns, a few months ago, awakened no little 
interest. Some schools which were formerly closed in 
cold weather have kept open this season, and in no in- 
stance has a f the new plan been regretted by 
th A worker from Virginia told, about 
two months sinee, of the purpose in his field of trying 
the experiment this year, for the 


trial 
se who made it. 
first time, of a winter 
He now reports the success of the ex- 
periment thus far: 


Sunday-school. 


“Tn your issue of November 20, 1875, you were 
pleased to publi+h an account of some experience on the 
winter Sunday school question, and there is a sequel to 
that story which I hope may prove of sufficient interest 
to warrant adding it to the testimony already offered 
upon the subject; for it may be the means of inducing 
some other school to go and do likewise. On the second 
Sunday after it was determined to continue our school 
through the winter, some of the teachers conveyed to 
the superintendent a request that he would take charge of 
a prayer-meeting, to be held on two evenings in the week. 
This he consented to do, and the first meeting was held 
on Sunday evening. Instead of a small gathering as was 
expected, the house was well filled with an eager and atten- 
tive audience. Our superintendent had lately returned 
from a trip North, during which he had attended one of 
Mr. Moody’s services in the Rink in Brooklyn, also the 
inquiry-meeting which followed it, where he had made 
up his mind, as he afterward said, that the Fountain at 
which Mr. Moody drank was free, and that any man 
who wished could drink at the same. At our prayer- 
meeting he gave us a short, practical talk of about 
twenty minutes, on the Sunday-school lesson of the day, 
and the remainder of the meeting, of an hour in length, 
was conducted as an ordinary prayer meeting. This 
meeting was followed by one, on the following Thursday 

gvening, with an increased attendance. On the second 
Sunday evening the house was literally full, and at the 
close of the meeting, some of the congregation rose and 
requested that the meetings be continued through the 
fullowing week every evening. The request was made 
unanimous by the congregation, and our brother con- 
sented to conduct them. Although a busy man, with 
all the details of a manufacturing business to look after, 
and a layman without experience in public speaking, he 
gave us, every evening, a short, practical talk upon the 
subject of Christ and him crucified. It was but a short 
time before it became very evident that the Holy Spirit 
was at work among the people, and many were found 
inquiring what they shou!d do to be saved. The Chria- 
tians of the community all came in and went to work 
praying, and persuading, and leading the people to 
Christ. For three weeks these meetings were continued 
every evening. It was then considered advisable to 
drop back to two meetings a week; but on the next 
Sunday the people again made a request for meetings 
every evening, which accordingly were held for three 
weeks longer, and were finally concluded with the close 
of the week of prayer. Out of an aversge congregation 
of abont one hundred there were between twenty and 
thirty conversions, and very largely from among the 
Sunday-school scholars. I believe every class in the 
school, excepting the infant cla:ses, numbered some con- 
verts. Is it not a fair inference that this revival was a 
direct evidence of God's pleasure at our decision to keep 
our school open ali winter? And isn’t it equally evi- 
been no school here this winter 

sume of these souls who are now rejvicing in a found 
Saviour mig The ¢ffsct of the 
evident in our school; for instead of an 
about forty, as we used to have, we now 
Who will say that country Sunday- 
be run in the winter? How many 
workers who have been accustomed to “ freeze up” will 
‘thaw out” and makea vigorous effort for the salvation 
of souls this 


dent that, if there had 


t never have | 


een saved? 
revival is very 

attendance of 
have over sixty. 


schools cannet 


winter? But there are yet many in our 
school and in this ¢ommuoity who are not Christians, 
aod we ask the prayers of those who read this account 
that this may be but the beginning of good things 
for us,’ 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 


ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teacher#’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 





CONVENTION CALENDAR, 


Sunday School Congress, Plainfield, N. J...................Mareh 5-10, 1876. 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City .cccecccceceeeecceeeeneseees May 16-18, 1876. 
EE, MOOD, BS WO Rscersccccvscessevesnessesevccsssrsconesessesees June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont...........ccccceeseesereeceseeeeceeeenees June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne.........cccccececccescceeeeeeeceeeeeeen June 6-8, 1876, 
SI NED: OS DAT COD oscosvecevensesssccccsscecerosscsesccotesnvessecees June 7, 8, 1876. 
Towa, State, at Council Bluffp........ ceccccecceceeseceeeeeeeneees June 13-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Frankfort..........cccceesecceseee jet June 20-28, 1876. 
New Jersey (Centennial Assembly), Ocean Grove....... July 22-30, 1876, 
Chautauqua Assembly, Fair Point, N. Y...................August 1-15, 1876. 


NORMAL-CLASSEKS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 
New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 3 p.m., taught by Mrs. 8. W. Clark. 


New York Baptist Sunday School Teachers’ Association, at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, second Thursdayevening of 
each month, except July and August. 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday- 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 8 p.m., led by the Rev. R. Heber Newton. 


New York Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
month. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Meth. 
Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach- 
ers, of the International lessons, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot. Epis.), Lectures to February 15, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o'clock, P.m., at St. Luke's 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 744 P.M., at Church of the Ad- 
vent; Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 744 P.M., at St. Matthew's Church, 


Philadelphia, Union meeting for teachers and superintendents, every 
Saturday, for the exposition of the International lessons, at 54 
North Fourth Street. 


Bt. Louis, Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the Interna- 
tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post’s Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rey, Dr. 8. J. Niccolls. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Teachers’ Institutes in the parlor of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, February 11, 25; March 10, 24; April 7, 21. 
Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, Led by the Rey. Principal Caven, of Kno 
College. 

Birmingham, Iowa, Teachers’ Institute, February 22, 23. Rev. J. B. 
Atchinson, conductor, 


New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. Conductor 
for February 14, Rey. Dr. John H. Vincent. 


THE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION. 


O* Wednesday, January 19, a Christian Convention 
assembled in the Depot Building, Thirteenth and 
Market Streets, Philadelphia. The convention was 
called by the ministers of the city, arranged by the 
executive committee of the Moody and Sankey meet- 
ings, and presided over by Mr. Moody himself, Mr. 
Sankey conducting the singing. About fifteen hundred 
delegates from the surrounding counties and states re- 
sponded to the very generous call of the committee. 
The exercises were varied with singing, and with sea- 
sons of prayer, the whole moving with a most refreshing 
unction. 
The first topic for consideration was, 


EVANGELISTIC SERVICES: HOW TO CONDUCT THEM, 


Mr. Moody opened the discussion as follows: Now we 
want, if possible, tomakethis convention free. We want 
all stiffness to be buried, and have every one to be free to ask 
any question that suggests itself. Now I get a great many 
letters from ministers, and workers, that want to know 
how to get up these meetings, and how to conduct them 
after they have been organized. If it is a meeting in any 
one of your churches, that is a question that ought to be 
answered separately, but I am now speaking about 
union meetings—union evangelistic meetings for pro- 
claiming the gospel. 

Now we will take first a town of ten thousand inhabitants, 
What you want first to find out is how many people in 
that town really want to specially work. Now if you 
can get two ministers united you will have a double 
blessing ; if you can get three, then it will be just in 
proportion. Ido not mean that you should enlist all 
the members of the church, because if you wait until 
all the members of the church want a revival I am 
afraid you will never succeed. Let everybody in town 
know that you are going to have the meeting. Don’t 
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change speakers every day. Make all your meetings short. 
It is a good thing to have the people say, ‘ Why it can’t be 
over, I thought it had just begun. It is a good thing, 
we will be back to-morrow night.” I don’t think our 
meetings have averaged over an hour and ten minutes 


all the time we have been here, and we have tried to get 
them into an hour. 


About the inquiry-meeting. I find that there are a 
great many people all the time like men out fishing ; 
they set nets and never pull them in to see if they have 
caught anything. I don’t believe that will do in the 
gospel. If you expect to catch something you will; but 
if you don’t expect to catch something I don’t think you 
will. A great many men say, “I don’t believe there 
will be many inquirers to-night.” Well, they won’t have 
them. Always expect great things. How are you going 
to pull the net? It is difficult to tell. I don’t have any 
tule. You have to take the thing at flood-tide. Some 
nights you can take it one way and some nights an- 
other. Now in this large hall we have had a good deal 
of difficulty because we have not been able to get around 
among the people. One way is to let all go out that 
want to; don’t ask people to stay ; let the careless and in- 
different go; have silent prayer; have one or two pray 
earnestly, and then while they are praying let those that 
want to come to Jedus kneel right in their pews; ask 
them to remain on their knees and go right through the 
audience and speak to them; that is very successful. 
Another good way, is to have them retire into another 
room ; ask those who are very anxious for souls, and 
those who would like to become Christians, to all go in 
at once, A great many go in, and you have a great deal 
of power there. We find silent prayer to be very suc- 
cessful, Another good way is to have them rise for 
prayer; then you find out who they are. In order to 
get people to come out for Christ they have got to do 
something they don’t want to do. If they really want 
to do a thing, that is not what they need. The way to 
heaven is by the way of the cross, and nine-tenths of the 
matter is accomplished if we get them to take the first 
step. We don’t want to bring up controverted points in a 
union meeting. When we go to union meetings let us 
not be proselyters. I thank God that I have been two 
months in this city and worked with all denominations, 
and have not heard one whisper of discontent. It has 
been most extraordinary,—the work, I believe, of the 
Spirit. 

Here the opportunity for asking questions was given, 
from answers to which the following opinions of Mr. 
Moody are gathered. The length of the sermon in 
union evangelistic meetings should be from twenty to 
forty minutes. It depends on circumstances, but when- 
ever the work is done and you see the audience impressed 
stop right there. I believe there are a good many people 
that talk persons into the spirit and then talk them out 
of it. When you see that the truth has gone home and 
taken hold of them then pull your net. 

To awaken the interest of the ministers and others go 
round and see them, Ask them if they won’t unite in 
some special] services. Perhaps out of twenty ministers 
you may get three, or four, or five, and you then have a 
good nucleus, Then have the meetings well advertised ; 
get a half-dozen to go out with hand bills on the street 
and get people into the meetings; have the meetings 
lively and interesting, and keep going right along, and 
you will soon have inquirers, 

If I had my own way, I would like to have it perfectly 
still while inquiry-meetings are going on. I am a Quaker 
on that point. I would like to deal with one soul at a 
time. I think the best way is to take one soul, talk with 
him, having the Bible, and explaining it to him; not 
going so much to work him into a state of feeling, be- 
cause that would not do any good. You might sing, and 
pray, and shout, and make a great deal of noise, and get 
persons so bewildered they would not know where they 
were, any more than that they felt- bad when they went 
in, and felt good when they went out; but the feeling 
would all be gone the next day. 

Have these meetings in the churches, if we.can get 
over the spirit of jealousy. But then there is this fear 
that one church is going to get more converts than an- 
other, and that miserable feeling comes up, and in that 
case you had better go into a hall, 


HOW TO CONDUCT PRAYER- MEETINGS, 


In opening the topic for the second hour, Mr. Moody 
said: I believe more ministers fail in prayer-meetings 
than in pulpits. I have noticed this, that a minister 
that is a success in his prayer-room is generally a success 
in his pulpit, even if he is not much of a preacher. 





Now, one of the greatest enemies to church prayer-meet- 





ings is this miserable stiffness and formality. I don’t 
know really who is to blame, but somebody is to blame. 
It would take almost an earthquake to get men to speak 
in some prayer-meetings, I think this could be remedied. 
If a minister instead of walking straight up to the desk, 
not looking to the right or left, but walking straight up 
in a stiff formal way on to a platform where he has got 
a little desk that covers him from the people, and he 
sits down there in that stiff way (he may not havea 
cold heart, but it seems cold), he goes up, and gives out 
a hymn, and they sing it and then he prays, and per- 
haps it isa very long prayer, and then he gives out 
another hymn, and then he reads a whole chapter of 
fifty, or sixty, or seventy verses, and expounds as he 
goes along, and then he calls on some elder or some 
deacon to pray, and that man makes a prayer that he 
has made for the last fifteen or twenty years, and then 
the meeting closes and the people wonder that the young 
people don’t come out to their prayer-meetings. Now it 
seems to me, that if he should go in, say ten minutes 
before the meeting commenced, and when the people 
came in be at the door and shake hands with all of them, 
inquire about the health of their families and say, 
“ Brother Jones, I wish you would speak to-night.” Bro- 
ther Jones would say, “ Oh, I never did such a thing in my 
life,” and then press him; and when Brother Smith comes 
in, say to him, “ Brother Smith, I wish you would say a 
few words, we are going to read from the 14 h chapter 
of John, you can certainly say a few words on that 
chapter.” If you talk with them and don’t let them get 
into their seats without saying a few words, and then, 
instead of walking up on the platform and getting 
behind some railing, or some box pulpit, if you should 
sit right among them and get some of them to give out 
the hymn and get them to sing it, they would have per- 
fect freedom before you know it. 

Then let them get close together. I have had a rule 
of that kind for years. Now when the Spirit of God is 
in the meeting see how they draw around the pulpit. If 
you can’t do any other way take the seats out of the 
building ; if you can’t do that, move your desk down to 
the other end of the building; take up your chair and 
walk right down and get in among them. I don’t know 
why we should not have a subject given out a week before 
to let all the people know that, for instance, next Wednes- 
day night, or Friday night, the prayer-meeting is going 
to be on the 14th of John, the 3d of John, the 5th of Mark, 
and to ask different ones to have a few words tosay. Well, 
they will say, “ You will have to excuse me, I could not do 
such a thing as that,” but they will speak to you on politics 
for an hour, though when it comes to this great question 
of salvation and what Christ has done for them they say 
they cannot speak. Having different men take part 
adds interest to the meeting. Have good singing, with 
an occasional new hymn to draw the young people. 
After meeting is over, instead of seeing how quickly 
they could go, keep them together. We don’t want any- 
body to go out until we shake hands. Very often the 
meeting begins after the meeting has closed. The secret 
of a minister’s success is not what he does himself, but 
it is when he gets others to work. I had a good deal 
rather get ten men to work than to do ten men’s work. 
The people that take part in your prayer-meetings, and 
in your churches, are the very ones that don’t find fault 
with your preaching; but if you don’t give them work 
they will be finding fault. They must have something 
to do. 

Make up your mind before you go to meeting that you 
will not have any pauses ; speak to one or two beforehand 
and tell them, “The moment there is a lull you be 
ready to say a few words.” If a minister preaches twice on 
the Sabbath, and has no prayer-meeting, I pity his church. 
He may preach as well as Gabriel himself, but we are 
preached to death. Preach, preach, preach. We want 
to get back to the good old-fashioned days, when we had 
old-fashioned prayer-meetings. 

Sometimes have the prayer-meeting conversational, 
like this meeting now. Anything to get out of the rugs. 
Anything to keep us from getting to sleep. 

I don’t think any unconverted man has any business 
in the church. If he has, the church is wrong. I think 
the church ought to be kept pure. If it was not, and I 
was a member of it, I would get out of it as Lot got out 
of Sodom. 

To stop long prayers I would labor with a man and 
try to show him how he was acting. A man can say a 
great deal in three minutes. A man can say 180 words 
in a minute, and if he is red-hot he can say 250. Give 
us condensed thoughts. We don’t want long preambles 
and resolutions to a prayer. What we want is to come 
right to the point at once. I think the reason why pastors 
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sometimes take up so much time, is because there have 
been pauses, and they have suffered so much they think 
they will do it all themselves. I think if you will tell the 
minister that you want a chance yourself, you can get it. 
If one man has been leading the meeting for fifty years 
it is a good thing to put an elder into his place, or 
some other brother once in awhile. Deal gently with 
the young leaders and counsel them. If I have men 
in my congregation that can’t pray in public, they 
certainly can get up and read a portion of Scripture. 
Get the ice broken. 

When I was converted I couldn’t keep still, and I re- 
member that I got up in a great many prayer-meetings 
and spoke. The minister once came and took me one 
side. I knew something was coming, for I had got a 
great many raps before. He hesitated, and then he 
hung his head, and I said, “ Well, say on.” ‘“ Well,” he 
said, “I—I haven’t any doubt but that the Lord has 
converted you; I believe you are a Christian, but I—I— 
I —I think that you can serve the Lord better by keeping 
still.” That was well enough so far, but if he had only 
told me that there was some work that I could have done, 
he would have helped me. If he had told me that I could 
have gone into some of the lanes and picked up a few 
little dirty children and told them about Christ, as I 
afterwards did many times, he would have helped me. 


Question: Would you call on those who approve of 
wine-drinking, of going to the theatre, and of going to 
the dance, to pray? 

Mr. Moopy: No! ten thousand times no! 


INQUIRY-MEETINGS, THEIR IMPORTANCE AND CONDUCT, 


In opening the topic for the first hour of the afternoon 
session, Mr. Moody said: Now we are to look for 
inquirers at all meetings. Wherever the gospel is pro- 
claimed faithfully, it will wake up the spirit of inquiry. 
If there is no spirit of inquiry I cannot believe th at the 
Spirit of God is accompanying the Word. And I believe 
there is very often a good deal of inquiry in the congre- 
gation that does not come to light. We do not give the 
people a chance. The people ought to have a chance to 
come and inquire of the elders what it means, 

Now inquiry-meetings are perfectly Scriptural. They 
abound in the teachings of Christ and his apostles. 
Some of the sweetest things Jesus ever said were in an- 
swer to questions. The sinner wants to know the way 
up through this dark world to God, and he doesn’t know 
the way. If I should be lost in this city, and all the 
wise men we have were to come along and couldn’t tell 
me my way, and a boot-black were to come along and 
tell me, he would be the man I would want. In sucha 
case the boot-black would be more to me than a bishop. 
Very often we find that young converts are the best help 
in inquiry-meetings, because many older ones who have 
been in the church for so many years, never stop to 
think how they were led into the kingdom. Now, I like 
to see people, well acquainted with their Bibles, coming 
in and sitting down by the side of an inquirer, taking 
time and willing to give a whole evening to their 
souls. We are building for eternity, and the work wants 
to be done faithfully; and it is better to work a long 
time and see that it is done well and faithfully than to 
run about among fifty inquirers and do the work super- 
ficially. I don’t think a man is competent to go into an 
inquiry-meeting without a Bible. For instance, a man 
comes in who is a backslider, and you want to give him 
light how he may return to God. What we want is to 
take them right to the Word of God. 

There is another class who come into the inquiry-room 
who think they are so great sinners they cannot be 
saved. You cannot deal too tenderly with that class. 
They do not want the knife; they want the oil. They 
want their hearts bound up with the comforting words 
of God. Another comes in and says, “ Well, I haven’t 
got any strength.” That is just what they don’t want. 
Another man comes in and says, “Mr. Moody, I want 
to be a Christian ; but I don’t believe in sudden conver- 
sions; I don’t see how a man can come in here a sinner 
and go out saved,*all at once.” You must show that 
man that salvation is a gift. Another comes in and 
says, “‘ Well, the fact is, I am afraid I will not hold out.” 
Then you must show him that God will hold him—keep 
him. If the God that creates worlds takes hold of your 
right hand, how are you going to fall? There area 
great many who cannot get hold of that word Lelieve. 
Then take them to the word frus‘. And there is another 
class, who cannot believe nor trust; then take them to 
the word receive—receive, believe, trust. You want these 
passages at your finger ends. You want to be ready 
with your Bible; you want to know where to find these 
passages. 
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The sweetest thing I have got, I heard just before 
leaving England, “God always uses the vessel nearest 
at hand.” If we are going to be wise in winning souls, 
we must be near to God; our spirits must be in com- 
munion with God. Another thing, very dangerous, is, 
we are apt to pronounce these people converted. The 
last few years I dare not tell a man he is converted. I 
cannot tell. I cannot see into God’s record. I don’t 
know how God keeps his books. I think it is very im- 
portant that no man should j>in the church until he is 
converted, and God will tell him when this occurs. 

Opportunity for questions was again given, in answer 
to which the following suggestions from Mr. Moody 
were drawn out: To reach the inquirers most readily 
after preaching you may call a second meeting and 
you will find that they are more willing to be dealt 
with than when there is a large meeting. If a man be- 
lieves that he ought to be saved, but does not feel that 
he is worked up to that pitch that he ought to ask God 
to forgive him, he is under the spell of a false teaching. 
From Genesis to Revelation there is not a word said 
about feeling. A person who thinks he is too wicked to 
be saved needs to be dealt with very tenderly, very 
gently. That’s the way Christ did. Christ gkways took 
the side of the sinner. He did come down on the 
hypocrites. That aman may be assured of his salva- 
tion I think the Word of God teaches very clearly. Paul 
says, ‘I know whom I have believed.” Job says, “ I know 
that my Redeemer liveth ;” and John taught assurance 
all through his Epistle. To know you are saved do not 
look to your own feeling, but look to the Word of God. 
When we had three millions of slaves Abraham Lincoln 
wrote a proclamation releasing all those slaves. You 
need not ask them if they feel they have their liberty, 
they read that proclamation and they know it. Books are 
useful for inquirers and I would get different ones. I would 
not use any one book. If a man told me he couldn’t 
believe me, I should turn around and ask him for the 
reason. If I had lied and deceived him he would have a 
reason. Sol ask a man who cannot believe God, why he 
cannot. I cannot tell how to deal with a skeptic ; they are 
so different. There are no two alike. What would be 
medicine for one would be rank poison for another. I 
believe there are a great many honest skeptics. The 
best help for inquiry-meetings is found in men and 
women selected and trained for that work. Children 
converted early are the very best workers. The best 
workers we have in our church at Chicago are those who 
were converted when children. 

Question: An inquirer who kc eps a livery stable wants 
to know whether he may hire his horses on Sunday? 

Mr. Moopy: I cannot carry peoples’ conscience, but 
my opinion is, he musteither give up heaven or the livery 
stable. 

Question: How about an anxious man who rents his 
property for a liquor saloon? 

Mr. Moopy : I should say it would be very hard for that 
man to get into the kingdom of heaven. 


Thursday, January 20th, the second day of the con- 
vention, was bright and bracing. The attendance was 
greatly increased, and the enthusiasm was of the highest 
order. Mr. Moody continued to preside, and singing 
and prayer were interspersed with the addresses. The 
first question was, 

HOW SHALL THE MUSIC BE CONDUCTED IN THE LORD’S 
WORK? 

Mr. Sankey opened this discussion, following the line 
of thought in his article published in THE SunpAy 
ScHoo. Times of January 22. Mr. Fischer, who has 
had special charge of the choir training, then explained 
the course pursued in selecting the singers, and conduct- 
ing their work. Mr, W. F. Sherwin then spoke as 
follows : 

There needs but little more to be said as ® how music 
should be used in the Lord’s work. It is answered 
practically by the example of Brother Sankey, by 
Brother Fischer, and by this great choir. You have 
had almost everything before you during this session 
which pertains to the subject. But I like to thrust the 
Word of God down into people’s hearts as the basis of 
all operations, and I should like if all churches, ministers, 
choirs, elders, priests, or what not, would constantly 
come to this Word. Last me call your attention to two 
or three passages of Scripture which settle the whole 
matter. First, we read in Psalm 50: 23, “ Whoso offereth 
praise glorifieth me.” Therefore he who does not glorify 
God in his song is not offering praise, though he may 
sing as never mortal sung before. Sometimes men try 
to glorify themselves; sometimes to glorify an organ 
builder. I know of a case that occurred recently, where 
an organ concert was introduced to show the acoustic 








properties of a church and the musical qualities of a 
new organ, and they called it a Praise Service. If any 
one is to be glorified to the exclusion of God, that 
service is destitute of the element of worship. 

In Ist Corinthians 14 : 11 is something which applies to 
this very matter of church music: “ Therefore, if I know 
not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that 
speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a bar- 
barian unto me.” “ Forif I pray in an unknown tongue 
(14th verse), my spirit prayeth, but my understanding 
is unfruitful.” “ What is it then? (verse 15) I will pray 
with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding 
also; I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also.” Now Paul knew just what 
he was about when he put the music of the sanctuary, and 
the praying of the sanctuary on a level. What is 
prayer in the one is prayer in the other. What is 
wrong and out of place in the one, is wrong and out of 
place in the other. It is as bad to say, We will sing a 
verse or two to cover the confusion, or while something 
else is going on, as it would be for Brother Moody to 
lead in prayer, while we take up a collection. 

Let it never be forgotten, that the music of the church 
should be under the control of the church, especially of 
the pastor as the chief officer of the church. He is the 
responsible conductor of all its exercises. Such portions 
as he chooses to delegate to a Christian choir leader may 
with all propriety be so delegated, but before the Lord 
the pastor is responsible if the music is of the ungodly 
sort. When a leader assumes to control the singing, as 
did one in New York, who said to his pastor, “ You take 
care of your end of the church, and I will take care of 
my end,” that man should not be suffsred to any longer 
pollute even so much as a parlor organ. 

Brethren, fellow-workers, ministers, laymen, singers, 
all, the time is coming when our Sunday-school music 
shall come into the prayer-meeting; and the music of 
the sanctuary shall come into the Sunday-school; we 
sha'l have a sort of exchange; the more stately music 
of the sanctuary shall catch the spirit of the sch»ol, and 
the prayer. meeting shall re-echo both these in just that 
worshipful singing which alone can be acceptable to 
God. 

The second topic of the morning was, 


HOW TO EXPOUND AND ILLUSTRATE SCRIPTURE, 


The Rev. Dr. John Hall opened the discussion with an 
address which will be given in full next week. The 
Rev. Dr. John H. Vincent then spoke as follows: 

You will remember that beautiful address of the 
Apostle Paul to the elders of the Church of Ephesus, 
when he was on his way to Jerusalem, “And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God ;”—the modern church: 
is apt to stop with that clause, but Paul said, “And 
now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the Word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.” I 
thank God that in the movement of this age, one of the 
distinctive features to which our attention is called 
wherever these our brethren work is, the importance of 
the Word of God in erder to the conviction of sin, in 
order to the instruction of penitents, and in order to the 
edification of believers. 

With reference to the exposition and illustration of 
the Scriptures, I have three or four things to say, and 
I will say them briefly: First of all, as plain Christian 
people, as Sunday-school teachers and ministers, we 
must have faith in our translation of the Scriptures. I 
have sometimes heard men talk in teachers’-meetings, 
and even in the pulpit, as though unless a teacher had a 
knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, and was a sort of pro- 
fessor of languages, he would not be able to get held of 
the real meaning of the Scriptures. I believe in revision ; 
I believe in Biblical criticism ; I believe the most vigorous 
and cultured intellects should bring all the power they 
possess to bear upon the exposition of the Word; but I 
think we may take it for granted that this King James’s 
version is substantially the mind of the Spirit, and we 
may depend upon its truth and correctness when we 
study it. 

And, secondly, when we come to study the Word of 
God let us remember that God has given us intellects of 
our own, not to construct ingenuities of our own with 
their help, but that we are to address ourselves, not to 
Lange, or Adam Clarke, or Barnes, or anybody else, but 
we are to bring our own intellectual powers, feeble 
though they may be, to bear on the Word itself; and I 
have a right to take up a Scripture lesson, and think 
about it for myself, before I look at a commentary. 
Multitudinous helps are furnished nowadays, but we 
cannot have too many of them ; and the man who makes 
the wisest use of them has fist to devote himself mest 
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earnestly tu the independeut investi_ation of any given 
text or lesson. It is when we have thought over a sub- 
ject closely, and then come to the helps, that the helps 
really serve us. I do not ‘hink it is wrong for a 
man to have a sort of sanctified confilence in himself, 
when he comes to lonk at the Word and says, Now, God 
has given me a head, and an intellect, and a heart, and 
[ will study this for myself. I do not think it bad for 
him, if out of twenty things which may be suggested by 
his helps, he find that he has previously brought out ten 
of them himself. He feels more like saying to the com- 
méentators, “ We be brethren”’ He will make a better 
aud wiser use of the suggestions he thinks out for him- 
self, as also a wiser and better use of the additional 
sugyestions that he firds 

But another thing: We must depend upon that Spirit 
who has inspired the Word. It is not enough that the 
human intellect should apply itself to it; the light that 
came down intothe Word at the fi st —which produced the 
Word—must shine upon it in order that we may see it. 
I was in an artist’s studio the other day in New York, 
and I saw a picture and asked him why he did not put it 
in a clearer light. He said, [ am not sure that it will 
look a4 well in another light. A picture looks best in 
the light in which the artist produces it. 

IT have sometimes thought the best way to illustrate 
the Scripture is to leave out the Scripture. The minister 
whose walk and conversation every day show that he is 
full of the Spirit of God, and that he delights in the 
things of God, will be an illuminated commentary, far 
superior to any other commentary, of which any of us 
know. Then, there are some of us who cannot be 
preachers, who cannot be Sunday-school teachers; we 
can only be plain people, weary, affl cted, discouraged, 
sometimes because we do not o-cupy the sphere we once 
dreamed of occupying; mothers who have so many liitie 
ones to be fed and looked after; and, oh! it is a great 
thing when a mother says, “ Well, there is one thing I 
can do; I can live so that when my children hear God’s 
way commended, they will say, ‘Yes, that is the way 
mother lives.’” These mothers are a great help to 
eernest preachers. 

The first topic of the afternoon session was, 


HOW TO GET HOLD OF THE NON-CHURCH GOERS, 


The Rev. Dr, Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., opened the topic 
as follows: 

The first question is, D> we really desire non church 
goers in our churches? We must think what would be 
the result if a large number of this class should be 
introduced into our very quiet, respectable, dignified 
congregations, There are more people in every com- 
munity out of the churches than there are in them. 
Those people diffsring in taste, in education, in 
character, in life, know very little of the conditions of * 
the church people, and are very intolerant of the church 
people’s way of*saying and doing things. Tuerefore, if 
introduced into the congregations as they now exist, 
they would inevitably bring about a revolution, both 
as to sentiment, mode of worship, and modes of act- 
ing. When a church sets itself about the work of 
gathering in non-church goers, it must put all prejudice 
under its feet ; it must make all its ¢ fforts bend to the great 
object which it then proposes. I hold that the desire to 
bring non church goers into the church will instant'y 
compel us to admit a change in the architecture of our 
churches, It will take out all G thie arches, all stained 
windows, and have everything that is simple and that 
will contribute to the cuiture and comfort of a gathered 
congregation. It will make an end of all artistic sing- 
ing. It will turn out of doors everything like stilted 


preaching. It will make men lose their social and aris- 
tocratical exclusiveuess in the church of God. It will 
wrench the doors of the pews off their hinges, It will 


make every man who contributes to the church a giver, 
not from se/fish ends, but from the absolute consecration 
of his substance to the Lord Christ. And it will drive 
out of trustees, elders, vestrymen, aud all such, the 
notion that carpets are better than souls, 

So long as mammon is honored, so long as social dis- 
tine ion in the membership of the church is emphasized, 
so long as it is a matter of common gossip that Mr. So 
and Sv has such an office, or Mr. So and So is in such 
and such a commercial house, so long will the desire be 
far from sincere, 

So much for the desire to go for non church goers. If 
it be real it will bud out into a purpose. A desire which 
goes no farther than the sickly sentimentality expending 
iwelf on the platform of church congresses and church 
conventions is not one of God, but of the devil. It is 
intended to obstruct the work, and not helpiton, I 
have heard of a distinguished and cultivated gentleman, 
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with kid yloveson his hands talking to a large a-sembly 
about “ Haw to corry the gauspel to the wauking classes.” 
If this purpose is to be maintained, as the outgrowth of 
a lordly desire, then we are to encourage it in every 
method, and by every motive. 

Now, dear friends, there is a very great deal of 
Christian work that is overdone. When you have a 
gedly father, and a godly mother, and three or four 
godly brothers and sisters, and a godly minister, and a 
godly superintendent, and a godly secular teacher, all 
combined upon the salvation of one little child, I submit 
that you have a concentration of thought which ought 
to accomplish the result; but you have also a concentra- 
tion of force which must leave multitudes uncared for— 
unministered to. In our Christian families this work is 
overdone; and in our Christian congregations, if the 
work that is done was real work, the necessity for so 
much of it would very soon be at an end. But when 
men play at sham fighting there will be very few killed. 

But let me come to the efforts which grow out of this 
purpose, and which are its expression. Such efforts 
naturally suggest themselves to those who give time to 
this special work. They are born in experience, I 
would say: Prepare your house for the new-born 
children. . fiito what sort of a congregation a soul is 
born makes a great difference. Develop the active 
sympathy of the brotherhood of the congregation for 
these new-comers. Meet the soul craving of these per- 
sons. Preach to them the truth of God as given in his 
holy Word. Some believe it is necessary to enter a 
little bit into science, and develop the scientific relations 
of the present time to the gospel; and others go into 
the intricacies of mental and moral philosophy; and 
others set out to answer all the infidels in their sermons. 
Let me tell you that the great men in all the generations, 
who have had the common people sitting at their feet, 
who have held the non-church going ones by their talk, 
have been men who have clung to the simplicity of the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus, 

I have another thought, and that is this, the preaching 
of the gospel in the Saxon is necessary. No man can 
ever get that tongue so clearly, so accurately, as he will 
from the constant reading of the sixty treatises of John 
Bunyan. Ihave lived much of late in the writings of 
the seventeenth century, not merely because I there find 
truth in pure crystals, but because there I find that 
simple language which is “understanded of the people.” 

Have a class in which these non-church goers whom 
you gather in can meet on the basis of fellowship with 
friends and brethren who are established in the faith. 
They want a kind and sympathetic word. They want 
to feel that they are brought into something more than 
a maelstrom, which is just sucking them down for selfish 
ends. Out of this fellowship will grow meetings, in 
which the Word of God will be read and studied. And 
so, from being a non church going man, whether he be 
the non-cbhurch going Lazarus, or that most difficult of 
all non-church goers to reach, the non-church going 
D.ves, he shall be brought into the congregation, 
made personally acquainted with the gospel, trained in 
fellowship, and set to work. When the church gathers 
up its forces to make an effort for this great end, that 
terrible lethargy that now, as a cloud, floats over every 
Christian city, shall be dissipated, and the multitude 
shall not be able to say, “No man careth for my soul.” 

[The further exercises of the convention will be re- 
ported next week | 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


David the Ring ; with a study on the location of the 
Psalms in the order of David’s life. By the Rev. Charles 
E. Koox. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.— 
This work is unique in its plan, It is more than a 
sketch of the fife of David. It attempts a study of the 
Bible in the line of David’s career and writings. Its 
method is a series of chapters for successive Sundays, 
taking up the history of David, the places connected 
with his eventful life, the persons associated with him 
in the sacred history, and the Psalms in the order and 
with the circumstances of their writing. It attempts in 
a popular form for David’s life and times what Cony- 
beare and Howson did so well for those of St. Paul. 
Dr. Kuox is a careful and conscientious writer, and his 
work in this volume is evidently the result of no little 
study, albeit he modestly speaks of it as “ principally 
written in the midst of the busy cares of a pastor’s 
work,” and adds that it “doubtless will appear in many 
places hasty and defective to the more critical student.” 
The parrative is given pleasantly, with added explana- 
tions in the light of our new acquaintance with the 








(Vol. XVIIL, No. 5- 
mannera and custom: of o'd, and cur more recent ex- 
plorations in the Holy Land. The work is enriched 
with quite a number of valuable top»graphical diagrams 
to make clear the localities mentioned. The Psalms are 
given, in their places, in parallelisms, and enough is 
given of the circumstances of their composition “to 
show how iull of fresh power the Psalms were when 
first written.” In one edition of the work questions are 
added to each chapter; in another they are omitted. It 
is to be regretted that so valuable a book lacks a com- 
plete index. It is a'so a source of regret that various 
causes combined to delay the issue of the volume to so 
late a date, since its earlier appearance would have 
secured its wide circulation in connection with the 
lessons of the current quarter. The book would prove 
a help to any student of these lessons. It ought to be 
in the hands of all who would be best supplied for such 
study; for it has not its equal for its purpose. It will, 
moreover, be found of value for years to come in classes 
for Bible study, in home circles, or in seminaries of 
learning. 


Thrift. By Samuel Smiles. New-York: Harper & 
Brothers.—It never occurred to anybody, probably, to 
call Mr. Samuel Smiles a great writer, but he is a very 
industrious and useful one. His books have had a large 
sale, both in England and America; and they have won 
their way to popularity not by any catering to sensa- 
tionalism, but by their honest common sense and 
sound practical wisdom. To our mind the essays 
of Mr. Smiles are more profitable than were those 
of the late Sir Arthur Helps, who worked in a somewhat 
similar field. This newest book of Mr. Smiles’s is as 
good as any work the author has given us for years. 
The reader will find in it some things he had previously 
thought out for himself, but in its stores of precept and 
example he will also discover much that is novel and 
interesting, as well as profitable. 


Phil. Derry; the Western Boy whe became a Missionary: 
By the author of Ruth Allerton, Philadelphia: The 
American Sunday School U sion.—O* this book we have 
already made favorable mention. It is well designed to 
be helpful to Sunday-school missionary interests, and 
for that reason we are pleased to repeat our approval of 
it in connection with c»ommendatory words from the 
Rev. Dr John Hall, who says of it: 

I have improved a railway trip by reading Phil. Derry 
throughout. It is g»0d asa story, but is especislly good as 
giving a true pic‘ure of the method in which combined 
Sunday-school and missionary work is being done in the 
Western partofthe country. It deserves a wide circulation 


Owen Gwynne’s Great Work. New York: Harper & 
Brothers.—This is a novel of more than average merit. 
Its plot is a slender one, and the reader turns page after 
pege because the characters are well drawn and the 
style pellucid, rather than because the incidents are 
strange orexciting§ The “Great Work” is a history 
Owen Gwynne worked on for years and years, and from 
which, with a fatuity worthy of the author of Typical 
Developments, in Happy Thoughts, he hopes to reap 
a fortune. His disappointments and his gains form 
the thread of the simple story. 


Summer Days on the Hudson. By Daniel Wise, D D. 
New York: Nelson & Paillips—Dr. Wise is a pretty 
voluminous writer, but his books are not thin in siz or 
quality. The present volume is the fruit of much travel 
and observation on the celebrated river mentioned in 
the title. Dr. Wise’s descriptions and allusions are 
pleasant, and they are accompanied by numerous wood- 
cuts. The book will serve very well either as a guide- 
book in summer or a holiday present in winter. 


The Footprints of the Oreator; or, The Asterolepis of 
Stromness. By Hugh Miller. New York: Robert Carter 
& Brothers.—This volume is one of the new edition of 
Hugh Miller's works which the Cariers are bringing out 
in neat and uniform style, Less interesting, perhaps, 
than some others of the great geologist’s writings, it is, 
nevertheless, exceeded in value by none of them. Prof. 
Agassiz’s memvir adds special importance to the book. 


FEBRUARY MAGAZINES, 

Scribner's for February is a good and readable number. 
In this magazine one is always at a loss which most to 
admire—the text or the illustrations, This month the 
pictures are not quite so good as usual, while the articles 
are even more interesting than they are wont to be; so 
the text, for the nonce, has the best of the struggle. Mr, 
John F. Mines’s description of Ravolutionary New York 


, is once more given the place of honor, which it deserves. 
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Just such articles are needed to make New 
Yorkers respect and preserve the few an- 
cient and historic buildings they have left. 
Mr. Clarence Cook continues his discus- 
sion of the house furniture question in a 
third excellent paper. Mr. Cook writes ex- 
ceedingly well on the subject, and is a good 
critic. His one fault is a certain dilettante 
littleness or frivolity, which is not a thing 
grievous enough to be aggravating, but 
is certainly noticeable. Another illus- 
trated paper is Prof. Moses Coit Tyler’s 
on the University of Michigan. It is 
mainly historical, but Prof. Tyler finds 
space to discuss, in a few words, co-edu- 
cation, which he thinks a success, on 
the whole, at Ann Arbor. The pictures 
‘are well drawn and engraved, but illus- 
trate somewhat painfully the architectural 
rawness which is inevitable in a college 
dating back no farther than the second 
quarter of the pr. sent century. Very good 
and suggestive is Mr. Charles Bernard’. 
paper called A Hundred Thousand Homes, 
which wili be read by Philadelphians with 
a just pride, and by others, we trust, in a 
teachable frame of mind. Of the two 
serials, Mr. Hale’s seems to ua, as it pro- 
gresses, better than Bret Harte’s. 


The Galaxy for February contains some 
very readable articles, as it usually does, 
but we miss the philological communica- 
tion from Richard Grant White which ha: 
been the special literary piece de resistance 
of this magazine for so longatime. We 
regret its absence the more as we learn 
that the illness of Mr. White has been the 
cause of its non-appearance this month. 
Mr. Justin McCarthy, however, makes his 
usual appearance in an entertaining article, 
the subject of which is Home Rule in 
Parliament. Another of the standbys cf 
The Galaxy, Mr. Aibert Rhodes, has an in- 
teresting article on suicides, but the special 
brilliant of the number is the paper by 
Henry James, Jr., on some minor French 
novelists, which is not only instructive 
and entertaining in itself but gives one an 
elevated idea of the writer who would 
voluntarily and heroically go through with 
the course of reading requisite for the 
judgment he pronounces upon a class of 
French authors whom no one would think 
of reading except for the purpose of show- 
ing how unworthy they are of being read 
at all. 


There is more ice and snow in the Feb 
ruary St. Nicholas than there is on the 
ground, nowadays; but its winter pictures 
and stories are none the less timely and 
enjoyable. The editor continues, 
sensibly, to give her young audience many 
short articles rather than a few of inordi- 
nate length. The variety of the literary 
contents of this number; is realiy noticeable, 
and some of the contributors are men and 


very 


tentous of evil; and to éiive out the bad 
it becomes a duty to stand by the good. 


AGEATS WANTED. 





wanted 


AGENTS ™""" GRAND NEW BOOK. 


puBLICATIONS RECEIVED. | PRESENT CONFLICT, 


mptiy noticed under | __ Of SCIENCE with RELIGION; or, 
ers will guideusin | MODERN SKEPTICISH MET on its OWN GROUND. 


| The grandest theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE” 





{All books received will be prom 
this head. the interests of our re 
making further nutice. } 





Centennial Services of the Stamford Baptist Church, | Every man, woman, and chiid wants to read it. It 
and Semi-Centennial Services of the Sunday- ; gives the Christian « reason for his faith proves | 
school. Including historical addresses by the Rey. | the wonderful discoveries of Science fn harmony | 
Edward Lathrop, D.D. (pastor), and William W. | With God's Word, disproves the Tyndall assertions 


Darwin theory. It sells beyond 
First agent sold 33, second 17, third 


and destroys the 
all expectation 


Gillespie 





Owen Gwynne’s Great Work. A novel. By the | 25 first week. First agent 31 secund week. Every- | 
author of The Story of Wandering Willie. Price | body buysit Avoid the sensationai trash advertised | 
(0 cents. New York: Harper & Br the rs. For sale | by other publishers, and secure territory for this | 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co. gg hs gy ls because Pe people need and want 

t. n for circular and terms to agents. P. W 

David The King; with astudy on the location of 
the Psalms in the order of David's life. By the | ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rev. Charles E. Knox. New York: Anson D, Ran- | 


dolph & Co. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40,000 of the Genuine 





Victor and Vanqui shee 1. A novel. By Mary Cecil 
Hay. Price 50 cents. New York: Harper & Broth- oe a Oe eee — >) hho) 
ee oe INiNGS TON ¥ 
Elijah The Prophet. By the Rev. William M. Tay- 
lor, D.D. New York: Harper & Brothers. For | already sold, demand increasing. Full of thrilling | 


sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co, interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are | 
eager to get it, and more yr agents are needed at 


On the Road to Riches. Hints for clerks and young 


business men. By Willi: -Maher. Toledo: | °0¢e.. Profits are splendid. For particulars ad dress, 
yg ny TR PY ee a See. | HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
fa tes ee a Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Thrift. By Samuel Smiles. New York: Harper & 


Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


AGENTS WANTED 


For Dr. March’s Great Work. 


=] * “4g ‘fe 

NIGHT SCENES. 
In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always pleases, 
The Christian Herald says—“ it is full of truth, pre- 
cious a8 gems in a styleofgolden purity and beauty.’ 
Commended by Ministers of all denominations, the 
Press and leading men everywhere. Send for cir- 
culars with full description. Thousands will be 
sold for HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Address J. 
©. McCURDY & CO., 26 5. Seventh st., Phila., Pa 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


NEGLECTED CouGHS AND CoLps.— Few 
are aware of the importance of checking a 
cough or ‘common c»id,”’ in its first stage ; 
that which in the beginning would yield 
to “ Browna’s Bronchial Troches,” if ne- 
giected, often works upon the er DO GOOD! DO GOOD! DO GOOD! 

: Agents Wanted for our new Authentic Book on 


MOODY & SANKEY, 


And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 


MISC ELLAN EOU 8. 


TT 


PU BLISHER’S DEPARTMENT, 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November I5: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


From 1to l4 copier, - + - $2.15 each. 
“ 15t029 ~ 2. to * 
30 copies and upwards, - - - 165 “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at 
the time of making their subscription, state 
that they are such, $1.65 each. 

( Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


THE 80 PERINTENDENT'S PAPER § 60. 


This paper is designed to supply superin- 
tendent+ with helps. in the line of their spe- 
cial work, to which teachers and scholars have 
not access. It is published monthly, and will 
be sent, on receipt of its price, only to sub- 
seribers of THE TIMES who are pestors or su- 
perinte dents, and who, when ordering it, state 
that they are such. 

if a superintendent, who is a aubecriber of 
THE Times, desires the help of THE SUPER- 
INTENDENT’S PAPER, for any member of his 
school—for example, an assistant superin- 
tendent or infant class teacher—be can mul- 
tiply copies of the PAPER accordingly, t his 
on pi ayment of the subscription 

d that such extra PAPERS go 
THE Times. 

PAPER can be filled, only 
om superintendents or 
subscribers of LHE TiMEs. 


yun address, 
price 
only to subscribers of 

Orders for this 
when comung 


provide 


direct fr 


istors who are 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF, 











Here is a chance to make money and do gre at | good, 





New Sunday School Books 


Send for circulars and see what eminent clergvme mh 
say of it Beware of wrauthorized comp lati ms. sel 
none but the Genuine Edition Address 


AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, Conn., 











Barbara. by the author of Silent Tom.............. $1.50 or, 118 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ills. 
Bonnie Aerie, by the author of Evening Rest 1.50 

Ali we a rla a t ‘oe ae. Cy Bristol cseeseeeeeee 1.25 $4 to $0 per day at home Samples worth $1 free 
unning 4 en oy + ee i seeetee sone ceres l STINSON & Co, Portiand, Maine. 

Dr. Deane’s Way, by Fave Huntington........... Le 1.25 

Grandp “a's Dar! ines by PANSY. .-ivices oT L.25 $77 A WEEK to Agents, Old and Young Male ani 
GeO GE BO aa, if Female. in their locality Terms and OUTFIT 
Eeittan Grok oe - i. Hon... 10, | FREE. Address, P. O. Vickery & Co, Augusta 
Mrs. Dean's Way, by Faye Huntington... 1.25 | Maine. 





$1? day at home 
The Golden Hour Series, 4 vols., 50 cents each. ( terms free, TRUE & CO.. Augusta, Maine. 


BoStoX: D. LOTHROP & C4. Publishers. 
SECURE FOR YOUR LIBRARY the cele 


brated $1,000 Prize Series. 16 vols., $24.50; the 


nal S500 pri ze series, § vols., $12.00: the 


NATIONAL ‘CHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY 
14is Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


origi 
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Ne. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


THE MAGAZINE 


-comiug year 


all the 
rhe price 


















s) a \ imber 
Wide A popu ala tec This Boarding and Day School is leligh 
fe ose : popartly Just as It | situated in West Philadel phia, and cox nb ines advan 
rs Mes «grata wept ie nd WA, a? tages of both city and country. For circulars wi 
Herald. : tds and i ons® | references address the Principal, Mrs. J. A BOGARDUS 


If you want to rejoice the he arts of your dear little 





women as well known as Bayard Taylor, 
J.T. Trowbridge, and Lucy Larcom. Sally 
Watson’s Ride, by Martha M. Thomas, and 
The Two Guvats, by Susan Coolidge, are 
articles which seem to us svecialiy enjoy- 
able. 


The current number of Wide Awake also 
deserves no small praise. This pretty maga- 
zine, under the editorship of Miss Ella 
Farman, has steadily improved ever since 
it was started, a year ago; and it is be- 
favorite with the children, 
The present issue is filled with bright and 
iuteresting articles by writers of 
fame. These two magazines, Sé. 
and Wide Awake sre both excellent, and | 
both of toem deserve a lopg and popular | 
career, They are not rivals, exactly, one | 
of them costing three dollars and the other | 
two; aud either of them weil deserves in- 
troduction into any family. In these days 
the number of worthless periodicals for | 
children is getting so large as to be pore | 


coming a great 


merit and 


—————— 


Nenholne | t 
4 CHOLA8 









ones,—if you want to make home glad, send two W) if FE WV SMITH’ “ 
dollar s to De. othrop & Co., Boston, and get * Wide N 2 uv S Ss 
’ yey I s ¢ } ren will ~ 

Awake” for ne year. It isa gem the children will SChROOL,. 
never tire of.- The Demoe ratic Wuichman. 

—" . Rooms Central and Commodions 

Vide Awake” affords an excellent varietv of I ; } 

vely axtiel lapted to youthful tastes. Not sen nstruction Thorough and Systematic. 

satiol and healthy i rials. The : . Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
‘ ions are of the yi an 


1008 Chestuart se 


CRITTENDEN 


» Phila, 


ince ol 


? uZilie 
are satisiactory.— dhe 


“Meth dist 


Awuke 
V the b< 


Wide will be read from beginning to 
+} 


ysand girls who get hold of it.— 

















Hi ttord Evening Post NEW BUSINES ic 
It « vates 1 nly the young people, but also $ m 
the children of an older growth.—Duaily St. ndard 1324 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia 
Wide Awak wil atratex a magazine for SAM’L W. CRITTENDEN, Pgincipsi 
young people, publis y D. Lothr & Co f 
ton, Mass., | received. It aver neatly Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on +n k-ke 
1} , vell tilled juvenile : N ses t nis La 
| wort script price ptember Lt! as 
is i u Kus rs 
} 
} Among ourexchanges e is more beautiful than 
| \\ Awake. Pu bright, instructive, enter 
it ling: filled with a m tI st writers lu 
i lem shed es from t 
best ar Wide Awake immense 
be lari Itis a joy among the juveniles Put.- Y 
‘ P.¢ 
for’ W for 1876 
in a hand ume, the 
nbers of ‘i magezi hes ha e it mee THE ? 
ginning. Itis for sale by booksellers and ee) th always 
under the title, “ W gp Pleas Over 800 in use. 
1 Trion $1.50. It is the larges and most Established in 1829. 
attractive Gift Book, for young people, ever pub- 0 GARSE Descriptive ( rs and 
lished at so low a price. ) APF sheerft illy f 
—_—— nis! ~y Address 





BOSTON: D. LOPAROP & CO., Publishers, ERG G.HooK & al Boston. U sa | 


Soldier and Ps atriots of the Revolution, by Bar- 
var i. Dh “we Mt BR Rie Aes eB 1.25 1000 AGENTS WANTED for a New Reli igious 
Tor s Opinion Pct bes sper eeeteeneceeeerensees L2H | LI \ ork popular with all denominations. Posi- 
Papa s Irs. ( XK. Davis 1.00 | tively the very best chance of the year for first 
a ‘ veeee - ‘o | Class agents. For circulars, address Hl. S. toud- 
og Oo | Speea & Co., 14 Barciny St.. N.Y. 

ul METI s 0050s sednvucquroudeedccsenn ndnetecdeescdkeeesasecendéeccs 60 
Dick’s Strength............coccsceescscessoovess oniase 6 

Fireside Stories. 6 vols., 25 cents each. Agebt& wanted. Ourfit and | 


prize series, 13 vols., $16 the Pansy books, and Designed to n ect the wants of Clergymen, Law 
other babe works iblished bv < yers, Tea hers. Business Men, and all classes of ad- | 
ran Vi iced Stus let its. Attention to Cony ior nad | 
D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston. seri in Vnaat R a 
Attention is invited to the high commendations Cit 
which they have received from the religious and rm 
literary press of the country. é 
J. W. “SHOE "i AK ER. - M.. Principal. 
We ve below a few extracts from notices of 
ms iment tee Tones aka eee te these EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
eak them-elves, and shov rat lde 


100 Copies, one month, : : 
| 100 - one year, - 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - - $ 500 
100 ™ one year, - - - 20.00 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate, 


7.20 


Subscriptions will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
rates only during the month in which it is 
formed 
Subscribers asking to have the direction 
' 





of a paper changed should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which th 
| wish it sent, but also the one to whi 
| it haa been sent. Al! addresses should in- 
| clude both County and State. 
Any person writing to renew either a 
| single or club subscription, in connection 
| with which his name has not before been 
| known to the publisher, will please give the 
| name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 
Subscribers wishing to mtroduce THE 
Times to their friends can have specimen 
copies sent free from this office to any 


address. 





Now that the date of expiration 13 plainly 
printed on the yeliow address label of each pa- 
per or package of papers, vt will be necessary 
for all subservhers to renew promptly by the 
tume thus designated or thew paper will be 
discontinued. 


rt 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements should he addresned to 
JOHN DD. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
CHESTNUT ST,, 
PHI UA DELPHIA. 





610 


The New York OFFice is at the Sun- 


day-echoo! Pegehers’ Readin 84 Roem, 304 
a ane V MOA Builk Jing. 
A a we 4 - 


EXCELSIOR 


Carpet Stretcher 











TACK HAMMER 
COM INED 





Excel. Mfg. Co. 
15. Mich. Av’e, 
ChfCs go, Ms. 








AGENTS 


A, 7s 
WANTE 
send for Ci 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


10 PER CENT. NET. 


Im Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
an’ We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal in tion. In many 

ears’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 

nterest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a day for interest, not 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is likely 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now certain. Send for 
particulars. References in every State in the Union. 

J.B. WATKINS 4 CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 

&@-Coliections throughout the West a specialty.-@e 


’ ° 
Dr. Warner’s Sanitary Corset 
With Skirt Supporter and Self- @ 
Adjusting Pads. 
Secures HEALTIHT 
and COMFORT 
of Body, with 
GRACE and 
BEAUTY of form 
Three garments in } 
one. Approved by 4): | 
all physicians. | MS 
/ - Patented, Sept. 28,'75 
Short Front. and Jan, 11,’76. Long Front. 
No lady who tries this corset will ever use any other. 
Price in London cord, $2; Satteen, $1.75. 
Agents Wanted. Samples sent by mail to agents 
at 25 cents leas than retail price. Give size of waist, and 
state whether long or short front is desired. Address, 


Warner Bro’s., 763 Broadway, New York. 


FLOWER | Spooner’s Prize Flower Seeds. 


SPOONER’S 


| Boston Market Vegetable Seeds. 
SEEDS. pverone pinensiienaee 


VEGETABLE russia 
1 es. 
SEEDS | W. H. SPOONER, 
. 


Boston, Mass. 
Marcy’s Sciopticon and Lantern Slides. 
New and brilliant effects. Circulars free. 


SPECIAL offer to SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
L. J. MARCY, 1340 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS SAM- 
PLES, for 26 cents, or 75 cents dozen. Over 
100 different views of the Holy Land. 
3.0. HENRY, Gilen’s Falls, N. Y, 
STREET, 


916 ery PHILADELPHIA. 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 


FURRIER. 


We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 
first-class le, which we will sell at the lowest 
rates. Alterations and repairs done in the 
manner. 

SEAL SACQUES, SABLE, BLACK MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL, OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


Ori 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms, 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double herrel i, ber of trons action locks: : 
ne rrels, and a good shooter, 
pepo eit beh Pouch and Wad-cutter, for 
#15, Can be sent 0. O. D. with privilege to exami 
fore paying bill. Send stamp for circular to 
Powsl La N, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 


Houses, Alarms 
, Chimes, oto. Fully 
arrante 1. 
Tiustrated Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, 
103 and 14 Kast Second St. ,Cinernnet 





European ‘Manufacturers of Rubber 
Goods in the Background. 


The fame of absence of ad- 
our beautiful hesion under 
Gossamer Rub- any circum 
ber Clothin stances in the 
for Ladies’ an hottest of wea- 
Gentlemen's ther. We also 
storm use, has make Ladies’ 
extended to and Misses’ 
Europe. Rttb- Gossamer Leg- 
ber manufac ns and Dress 
turers there hields, Gossa 
readily admit mer Hats and 
their superi- Caps tor Gen- 


tlemen, and 
Gossamer Um- 
brellas, the 
only real wa- 
ter-proof Um- 
brella made. 


y ‘ 
them in light [77 
weight, strengta, < 
1m perviousness 
to salt or fresh 
water, and total 


GOSSAMER RUBBER CLOTHING CO., 
289 Devonshire St., Boston, 


N. B.—Send Postal Card for our new Illustrated 
Cireular. To introduce our goods where they are 
not sold at retail we will, on receipt of the follow 
ing, send by mail: 





Gent's Coat, $10.00. 1 Gent's Hat, $2.00. 
1 Ladies’ 56-in. Cape, 8.25. “ Cap, 1.26. 
&@-Please state that you saw this notice in THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





INSURANCE. 


TWENTY-SIXTH 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


—OF THE— 


EMU 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


§. E. cor. Fourth and Walnut Streets, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC, 31, 1875. 








BEECIP?TS, 
Premiums received during the year..... $901,216.25 
Interest received from investments and 
TE MIUB...-cccccccccescsesccscesceteccsecscccesssessees ~ 262,913.88 
$1 164,129.58 
LOSSES AND EXPENSES. 

Life losses and endowments paid............ $540,308.40 
Traveling agents and commissions........ - 59,260.19 
Amounts paid for surrendered policies... 61,125.87 
Salaries and medical examinations........ ‘ 121.50 
U.S. and State taxes and licenses.............. 18,909.55 
Printing, advertising, stamps, etc............ 27,663.62 
489.13 

Surplus premiums returned to insured 
ONE GIVIGONAS...cccccoccoescccccesccecccccecseces cee 287.268.53 


ASSETS JANUARY 1, 1876, 


$100,000 State of Pennsylvania loan 
6'S (BA SETICS)......0.0-00c00eecees 

113,000 Illinois county bonds, 10's 
85,000 Jersey City, N. J., bonds, 7's 
29,000 Louisville, Ky., bonds, 7's 
25,000 Rochester city water bonds, 
FG .crcocevecee osecsooreneesocesesceeese 

$4,100 District of Columbia bonds, 
7S AN 3-G5'S,..... econ —— 

20,000 Kankakee, I11., school bonds, 
10°S  ... c.eoreee 

23,00 American Steamship Co.’s 


nds. 
15,000 Mississippi 





So. cece 

15,000 City of Cape May 
ee er 
10,000 City of Pittsburg, Pa., bonds, 
(i Pee 
10,00) Williamsport, Pa., water 
DOMAS, OB.. coccrcrccccscscccesecese 
7,000 Pennsylvania Canal Co. 
bonds, 6’s.. 
5,000 City of St. 1 


. 505,002.00 







TP cctchcnedncnrangacbandscendcsnciontas 

5,000 Pennsylvania Railroad gen’l 
mortgage bonds, 6's. 

200 shares Pennsylvania R R.... 
816 shares Corn Exchange Na- 
SINE, TRIED n0058- ccacinccscnses 

100 shares Commercial National 


166 shares Union National Bank, 

22 shares Consolidation Na- 
Come) BAM .cccrwinecsccciccscecs 

£00 shares Centennial Exposi- 
CIOM.00000.000, dene: etehasesen Séaseu 

4 shares Military Academy, 
eR 
Mortgages upon real estate... 





$2,600,289.56 





INE foal a Lack GAGS CG as Giplencesssi stances ascocs $21,500.00 
Loans on collaterals omny secured...... 329,779.26 
Premium notes secured by policies....... 745,616.14 
Premiums in hands of agents, secured 

by bonds, less cost of collection......... 36,413.46 
Deferred semi-annual and quarterly pre- 

WMIUMS (QHETAIOE ). 00.0. comrcsecccccecececccccce 88,000.00 
Cash on and hand in banks................... 247 606.54 
Accrued interest to January 1............... 128,164.01 

$5,002,970.97 


TRUSTEES, 
George W. Hill, 
Alexander Whilldin, 
George Nugent, 
Hon. James Pollock, 
William J. Howard, L. M. Whilldin. 
Albert C. Roberts, John Wanamaker, 

H. H. Eldridge. 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 

GEORGE NUGENT, Vice-President. 

ALEX. WHILLDIN, Chairman Finance Com. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 

JOHN S. WILSON, Secretary and Treasurer, 
J.G. HAMMER, Assistant Secretary. 


Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Henry K. Bennett, 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS 
BIBLE-CLASS IN THE CHURCH. 


{From The Wafchman.| 


HAT we mean by the Bible class in the 
church is,—the conversion of all the 
members, and, so far as possible, the congre- 
gation with them, into a great school for the 
thorough study of the Scriptures. While 
we do not claim for this precise plan as we 
shall develop it, the direct sanction of the 
Word of , it is far from being destitute 
of support. As we seem to have the germ 
and promise of union prayer-meetings at 
Tabor, when the past and present beheld 
the Lord’s glory; as we have the ele- 
mentary Maternal Association at Philippi; 
so we have the idea of the Bible-class in 
the church, where our Saviour is described 
as teaching his disciples during his minis- 
try. These few disciples formed the visi- 
ble church then, Christ was the pastor, and 
he taught them, and frequently with them 
all who would hear. Does it not appear 
reasonable for us to imitate so eminent an 
example? Should we not make our 
churches as much like this primitive model 
as ible? That we have encouragement 
and authority for doing so is evident. You 
will observe in the New Testament a dis- 
tinction maintained between teaching and 
preaching. This is so marked that Dr. G. 
Campbell: of Aberdeen, in his notes on 
the gospel, writes on the subject a lengthy 
dissertation. Alford, and ali critical com- 
mentators, yield their assent to the view 
that while all preachers are to teach, yet 
that all teaching is not preaching. To 
preach is to prociaim as a crier, or herald, 
and it is illustrated by John the Baptist, 
who came the forerunner announcing the 
coming of Messiah and his kingdom. To 
teach is to communicate knowledge by 
warning, exposition, or illustrations, as 
when our Lord on the mount “taught 
them,” 

The difference between them is su 
ed, when it is said of Christ that he went 
to teach and to preach in their cities, 
Matt. 11:1. And when in Acts 15, of 
Paul and Barnabas, that they continued 
teaching and preaching the Word. While 
the minister is to untold the wisdom of 
God, proclaiming the glad tidings of salva- 
tion, his duty ends not with the pulpit; 
he must, as part of his office work, see 
that the bows e are educated in all holy 
things. And the Head of the church has 
not left him without assistance, for when 
enumerating the gifts given to his people, 
the Apostle Paul specifies “ teachers,” and 
when writing to the Romans, he would 
have “teachers wait on their teaching.” 
These were not pastors, but a distinct class 
of persons prepared for a definite work. 
They have ever been in the church, and 
they are there to-day, though they may not 
be recognized. 

Albert Barnes, in his notes on the 
Epistle to the Romans, writes: “‘ Teachers 
are mentioned in the New Testament in 
the grade next to prophets. (See Acts 
13: 1; 1 Cor. 12: 28-29; Eph. 4:2) They 
were employed in communicating instruc- 
tion simply, teaching the doctrines of re- 
ligion, but without assuming the office of 
ministers. The fact that they are so often 
mentioned shows that they were a class by 
themselves,” 

He further adds, “It may be worthy of 
remark that the churches in New England 
had, at first,a class of men who were called 
teachers, One was appointed to this office 
in every church, distinct from the pastor, 
whose proper business it was to instruct the 
congregation in the doctrines of religion.” 
Neander, in his Planting and Training of 
the Church, in common with other eccle- 
siastical historians, admirably and fully 
sustains the views we bave quoted from Dr. 
Barnes’s writings. Doubtiess this divine 
arrangement for the religious culture of the 
people proceeded on the supposition that 
the ministerial function would prove insuf- 
ficient for the end to be attained. The 
minister is charged with a general over- 
sight of the flock; he has wo visit from 
house to house, administer the ordinances, 
and labor for the extension of the kingdom 
by planting everywhere new churches. He 
cannot, therefore, always command the 
time necessary to instruct, apart from his 
preaching, a large congregation. Besides, 
the pulpit efforts of even an apostle are in- 
adequate. They are addressed to a multi- 
tude, rendering it impossible to meet the 
wants of every individual mind; they are 
to enlighten for the ulterior purpose of 
arousing to consciousness of duty, and, 
therefore, unsuited to the mere increase of 
Scripture knowledge ; they are to comfort, 





to warm, to rebuke, not alone to grapple 
with heresies and errors of the outer world, 
which frequently unfits the pastor for the 
more delightful and scholarly duty of lead- 
ing his people into the mysteries of the 
faith; rendering, therefore, necessary the 
aid of efficient co-laborers, and a system by 
which every individual can be trained and 
instructed in the Word of God. 

Now, the Bible-class in the church will 
supply this assistance, and substantially, 
practically, and efficiently restore to Chris- 
tianity what its Lord manifestly provided 
for her in the primitive appointment of 
teachers. 


CHRIST AT THE ELBOW. 


[H.A. Thompson, D.D., in Our Bible Teacher | 


is related of John Brown, of Hadding- 

ton, the accomplished scholar and suc- 
cessful preacher, that he alwavs sought to 
preach “as if Christ were at his elbow.” I 
suppose he meant by that, that he preached 
with a vivid consciousness of the presence 
of his Master. The inquiry suggested is an 
important one: How would such preach- 
ing differ from that we usually hear? Or, 
how would the consciousness of such a pres- 
ence affect the preaching? 

The work would cease to be a per- 
functory one. While much of the preach- 
ing of the age may not be of this kind, it is 
certainly ible that some of it may be. 
The preacher may go to his pulpit as the 
accountant to his desk, or the mechanic to 
his shop. It is his business; by this means 
he secures his living. The people respect 
him. Duty requires him, and so he goes. 
He has felt no unusual inspiration for the 
occasion. No longing love for the work, 
nor for the souls of the people, has called 
out from a warm heart thoughts that 
breathe and words that burn. But let him 
realize the presence of him whose messen- 
ger he claims to be; let him feel in his own 
heart the pulsations of the divine presence, 
and now what formerly seemed a task be- 
comes a labor of love, an intense delight. 
He no longer sighs, “ Woe is me if I preach 
not the gospel,” but is often found ex- 
claiming, “‘How I long for the courts of 
thy house.” ... 

It will help one to expect immediate re- 
sults. Is it not a fact that too much of our 
time is occupied in the preparation? There 
is a reason why missonaries among. a 
people who have never heard of the gospel, 
and know nothing of its author, should 
give line upon line of the simplest, most 
elementary instruction. They must begin 
at the foundation. But in Christian lands 
with a printed Bible in almost every house, 
religious newspapers all over the land, a 
Christian civilization encircling us like an 
atmosphere, we need not to teach men 
these elementary truths. The foundation 
is already laid. Let us build thereon. It 
is not that men do not know; it is because 
they do not do. Let us bring to bear all 
our appliances in this direction, and seek 
to lead them to begin at ence. 

May this not be one of the elements of 
success in the work that is going on under 
Moody and Sankey? It is not their 
scholarship that is producing the results; 
not that their own lives are better than 
many others who preach the same gospel ; 
but they have a vivid realization of the 
danger of the sinner, and that every day 
his danger is increasing; of the power of 
divine grace to save him, and of his need 
of salvation now, and, therefore, the pres- 
ent duty to forsake sin, and love God, is 
persistently pressed upon them... . 

And why not? Why preach excepting 
that it shall require months and years for 


the truth to germinate and bring forth 


fruit. Not because it is best for the sinner 
to thus defer his action; not because the 
divine economy has made it necessary, but 
in good part because our faith has not 
taken into its conception such great re- 
sults, and therefore we do not put forth 
the means necessary to accomplish the re- 
sult. But Christ at the elbow when preach- 
ing will give us larger faith, a more in- 
telligent belief, and strengthen us to make 
an effort for present results. We shall see 
the danger impending over the uncon- 
verted, and will seek to rescue them. . . . 

As we enter upon this new year of Sab- 
bath-school teaching, this centennial year 
of our nation’s history, we ought, so far as 
in us lieth, seek to make it productive of 
great results. The successes of the past 
year ought to encourage us to look for still 
greater success ; its failures should keep us 
from making others of a similar nature 
during this year. Shall we not all agree 
to teach as if Christ were at the elbow? Au? 
in doing this we put into our work muck 
more of earnestness and spirit shall hav: 
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little thought of our own personal ease and 
dizement, but shall seek to put 
Christ uppermost i in our own thoughts and 
in the affections of our pupils; we will 
with us a sense of the great work put 
into our hands, and that conviction will 
nerve us to more faithful efforts ; we shall 
look for the blessing of heaven’ upon our 
effurts, and our own eyes may see the re- 
sult of our labors; and if trials and dis- 
couragement should overtake us, we well 
know that he who has on romised to guide 
through the valley and shadow of death is 
at our elbow, very close to us, and that his 
wisdom shall supplement our ignorance, 
and his strength be manifested through 
our weakness, and sheaves of golden grain 
shall be gathered in through our efforts. 
With such nearness of the divine pres- 
ence, and such a consciousness of eur re- 
liance upon him, we shall make this the 
most successful year of all our lives. Wid/ 
we make it thus ? 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


LADIES! 


Desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 
under their charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements will 
be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen. 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that! you saw this in THE Sun- 
DAY-8CHOOL TIMES. » 


<p DOMESTIC’ 


4\ SEWING 
§) MACHINES. 


by Liberal Terms of Ex- 
changelor Secon han 
Machines of every des- 
cription. 

“‘DOMESTIC” PAPER FASHIONS. 


The Best Patterns made. Send 5cts. for Catalogue. 


Address DOMESTIC SEWING MACHINE C6, 
Acents Wantzp. “@6 NEW YORK. 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCBH COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000,00. - - Assets, $1,572,189.92 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. — shetateaell 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturers of 


Church and Sool Furniture 





New With 
Style of Adjustable 
Superinten- Top. 
dent’s A Great 
Desk. Favorite. 


SETTEES, BLACKBOARDS, ETC., 
No. 26 Grove Street, New York. 


N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees aré acknowl- 
edged favorites. Bleecker Street and Eighth Ave. 
cars pass within one block of the door. 

aar-Send stamp for ee 


J. aR. LAMB.59. CARMINEST. N. y 
Pulpits- CHAIRS: COMMUNION Tabies 


Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


Silk $. S. Banners ir In colors & gold, $5. 


Catalogues, 360 Illus, “post-free, , 15 ota, 





JOHN GIBSON—Plain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 

J. & G. A. GIBSO Glass Stainers, Modern and 
y Antique Church Glass, Etc. 

123 and 125 S. Eleventh peered Phila. 


WM. N. |. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO, 1216 BRACE ST., Philadelphia. 
Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 


Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day. W. JAMES ATWOOD. 


JAMES McKNIGHT, 
_ Phlladeipn. AVE-» | Parnishing Undertaker 


100 0 Sty oa Particulars free. G. ULLMAN, 
50 for 25c. CARDS 12 Winter St., Boston, Mass, 


THE 8S ee tas 








WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876. 


BY THE REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR. 


PRICE $18 PER 100 NET. 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 





a&e-To prevent dela ay in the receipt of the Ques- 
tion Book, schools will please order as early as pos- 
sible. We would like to have such orders now, and 
deliver the books during January. 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business i acne 


JUST _ISSUED 
Presbyterian Boar of Publication, 


1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


How to Teach the Little Folks 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PARENTS. 
By Mr. Tyler,-Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, and 
Mrs. Partridge. 
18mo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents, 


Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Bust i Superts t d t 








Successful Music Books. 
GETZE’S SCHOOL FOR PARLOR ORGAN’! 


It is already in the hands of 30,000 learners and 
players on Reed Organs, and deserves this and greater 
success. Contains 176 graded lessons, includin 
nearly 50 agreeable Pieces, a dozen Songs, and 
short Voluntaries, $2.50. 





Centennial Coll. for Old Folks’ Concerts. New. 40 cts. 
SHINING RIVER. The next book for yourS.8. 35 cts. 


BELLAK’S ANALYTICAL METHOD for Pianoforte, 


As the very first instruction book (for the first three 
months on the Piano), nothing could be better. Very 
easy pieces, nicely fingered and graded. Does away, 
mostly, with the dryness and drudgery of the first 
quarter. In Paper, 75 cents. 








HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR. $1.00. 
For High Schools, Academies, Seminaries. 


GEMS OF ENGLISH SONG. 


A large, elegant collection of Choice Songs, with 
Piano or Reed Organ accompaniment. 232 pages. 
Sheet music size. $2.50 in Boards; $3.00 in Cloth. 

All books mailed, post-free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON. 


Cc. H. Ditson & Co.,| J. E. Ditson «& Co., 
Tit BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LER & WALKER, 
New York. Philadelphia. 





EVANGELICAL. UNDENOMINATIONAL 
AMERICAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


Reduced rates for 1876. ing copies, 

$1.20 per annum. Send forsample. Address the 
ublisher, CHARLES B. HOLMES, 608 North Fourth 
treet, St. Louis, Mo. 





This is a beautiful Quarterly Journal, finely illus- 
trated, and containing an elegant colored frontis- 
piece with the first number. Price only 25 cents for 
the year. The first No. for 1876 just issued. 

Aay-VICK’S FLOWER & VEGETABLE GARDEN 35 cts.; 
with cloth covers 65 cents. 

Addre Ss, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 


moo. vod SANKEY seca ’fsiotsse: 





Phot 
Company, brook - New York. — 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“The pictorial embellishments are of a high order of 
excellence, and as rare artistic specimens have perhap ps 
never been surpassed in any work of similar design.” 
New YerkK TRIBUNE. 


THE NEW ILLUSTRATED BOOK, 


A CENTURY AFTER: 


Picturesque Glimpses of Philadelphia and 
Pennsylvania. 


EDITED BY RICHARD HENRY STODDARD. 


Itlustrations by Moran, Darley, Woodward, Bensell, 
Sheppard, Scheli, and others. 





Three hundred and sixty Les heavy toned pa- 
r, size 10x12. Complete in Fifteen parts. Fifty 
Yents each. — wanted everywhere. Parties 
residing in localities where Agents have not been 
appointed, can obtain the work by addressing the 
ublishers. 


ALLEN, LANE & SCOTT, AND J. W. LAUDERBACH, 
233 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 


THE NEW ‘S0NG-BOOK 


PREPARED FOR MESSRS. 


MOODY AND SANKEY'S 


SPECIAL SERVICES. 


“Gospel Hymns 


AND 


Sacred Songs, ' 


By P. ?. BLISS and IRA D. SANKEY. 


Is issued in the following styles: 
One, 32mo, Words only, paper covers......... 5 cts. 
One, 8vo, Words and ‘usic, paper covers...25 cts. 


There are finer editions of each style: One of 
Words onty, at 10 cents; of Words and Music, 30 
cents, 50 cents, 75 cents, and $1.25. 


These books are for sale by Booksellers all over 
the country; or orders may be sent to either of the 
publishers, 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, New York. 


THGREGATION 


A CHURCH MUSIC BOOK ON AN EN: 
TIRELY NEW PLAN. 


By GEORGE F. ROOT. 


One hundred and fifty Musical Services, each be- 
ginning with words and music for the Choir, and 
ending with Standard Hymns and Tunes for Choir 
and Congregation. 

In a new and elegant form. Cloth, tinted paper, 
320 pages, $2 single, $18 a dozen; boards, $1.50 single, 
$12 a dozen. 

Kither book sent by mail on receipt of retail price. 

Circulars and specimen pages free. 


THE CHOICE. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By McGRANAHAN AND CASE, 


aar-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel elementary course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
of experienced men, and fully meets the wants of pro- 
gressive teachers. It is the most succesful Conven- 
tion Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; single 
sample copy, 75 cents. 


PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & ©O., 
CINCINNATI, 0. 
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o + eth 4 Sunday Sch AD Teac ES 


ARD, Eprror. ‘The Pioneer Sunda 
= — M: ~— azine. Undenominational, Evangelical 
Best Contributions, Best_ Lessons, Best Editorials, 
$1.50 per year. No S.S. Magazine so popular, 








Specimen Copy sent on application to 


jor, HELPS FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS. (eet) INNING WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 
By Mrs. Gro. es, bg introduction by J py RL_LISELED W for the young—grows in favor cach ear. Pah 
EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER SHOULD HAVE IT. 


Price, 75 cts., sent, post-paid, on receipt of price, by 
FAIRBANKS & CO., ee 54 and 56 MADISON STREET, 7 Minois. 
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lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send for a spe- 
cimen before et ak ie Sunday-school Paper 
for 1876. 


FRED MARTIEN, 
1 S. Seventh Street, Phila. 


CHOWK GIFT BOOKS! 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1513 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





T. De Witt Talmage, Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 
Readers Never Before Presented, 


EDITORIALS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 


SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE, 


A GOOD YEAR,” 


A NEW SERIAL by Dr. BAKER, of Boston, who says: 
* Please God, it shall be the beat e best story I have ever written. 


Agents . Wwantoa 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 


The United States and Canada, 1 


to whom such inducements will be offered that they 
are sure to drop everything else and go to work for 


THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 
TERMS :—$5 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, 
* 102% Chambers Street, New York. 


A. S. BARNES & CO. 


“Pros. Finney’s Autobiography,” 


THE MEMOIRS OF 


REV. CHARLES G. FINNEY, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


An intensely interesting narrative, written in char- 
acteristic style, of the principal events in 
the life of the great revivalist. 





Lit & 113 WILLIAM ST., New York. 
113 & 115 STATE 8T., Chicago. 


TUDIES 


BY SEP. WINNER, 
JUST PUBLISHED. 


Book No. 1, for Organ and Piano. [ Bass. 
Book No. 2, for Violin, Viola, Violoncello, and Double- 
Book No.3, ‘for F lute, Fife, Piccolo .Flageolet and Clarionet 
muy Either book in board covers, $1; in paper, 75 cts. 
One sample copy each, postpaid, boards, 75 cta.; paper, 
50 cts. 


WHITNEY’S MUSICAL GUEST 


For 1876 will contain $24 worth of New Music. 

Largest circulation of any musical journal in the 
United States. Excellent Editorials, Sketches of Travels, 
Original Stories, and the choicest of Music. Pages are 
sheet-music peian. $1.10 per year, in advance. Specimen 
copy 16 cen 


ONGS ;*- BIBLE 


BOOK OF GEMS for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Contains new Hymne and Tunes by best writers; 
beautiful Song for every Bible Lesson and Gunday 
Rehool oceasion, adapted to the Popniar Praise Meet- 
ings. Single copy, 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz, 

Beam Spec “imen pages free. 


W.W.WHITNEY, TOLEDO, 0. 






109 Fulton St, 
New York. 


merican 
OOkK 


Eixchange. 


Furnish all new and second-hand books, m ines 
and reviews. Want second-hand books and back 
numbers and volumes of periodicals. Books, new 
,~t “6, pened se = a of the United States. 
00) mge Monthly, vents a year, gives 
ticulars, lists of books, etc. , ot = 











Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


JOHN B. ALDEN, Manager. 
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THE OUTLOOK FOR 1876 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, Editor. GEO. A. PELTZ, Associate Editor. JOHN WANAMAKER, Publisher. 


.-e plans of Tux Sunpay-scnoon Times for 1876 are broader and more complete toanever. The copresentative paper of the Sunday-school cause is to keep pace with the 
rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include 
1 


. An Exposition of the Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as 4 skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the lesson-truths practically 
to all classes of learners. 


. Normal] Hints to Primary-class teachers, by “ Faith Latimer’ (Mrs.J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an ex enced prim teacher. 
. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston, 7 — a ¥3 
. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative Scripture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 

. Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. 

An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible teaching of the lesson 

. Suggestive Outlines for the Blackboard, or the class slate, ot ages roe J. B. Atchinson, of Detroit, and others. 

. Lights from Bible Lands. A series of sketches of travel, and of Orientai illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, includin . .D. 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, ete,; also the Rey. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who visited Baledtie nate ae aa 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. 

. Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods. 

10. Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of helps to Sunday-school workers, aside from mere lesson study, there are promised 
A series of Norma] papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be done, and why), calculated to be of service to pastors 
superintendents, and teachers, and to loca! normal-classes , 
“Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayings of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-schoo! work. P 
A Bible exercise for the Sunday-schoo! concert, as often as once a month, . 
Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing teachers, and for various special occasions. 
Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tus Ties is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sanday-school intelligence from all parts of the world 
including reports of conventions, institutes, associations, normal-classes, with the most valuable addresses of leading Sunday-schoo! workers. . 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original material from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the past few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D.. M. 
B. Riddle, D.D., Edward Byezleston, D.D., Geo. Dana Boardman, D.D., W. H. VanDoren,. D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane. D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Giadden 
'B. L. Agnew, Samuel W. Duffield, Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Wilicox, and Spencer Kennard, W. C, Prime, LL. D., Jobn 8 Hart LL.D., Gen. 0. 0. 
Howar , Mary E. Bradley, Margaret E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith. These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876. 


Choice religious and miscellaneous selections from American and European journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,” will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
tian housebold 


IS Oe Cob 


Yare will be taken to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
of the works considered. 


Indeed, it is intended to make Unis paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-schoo! world, 
“i a eo > TO 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
The following subscription rates, payabie in advance, were established Noverober 1L5th : 


From I to 14 Copies, - $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for prepaid postage.) 
From 15 to 29 “ . - cee vs 06 ‘6 : = 


30 Copies and upicards, - 1.635 . ” ” * “ 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time of making their subscription, state that they are such. 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for ase in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER” 


is to be issned monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. 
sent on receipt of its price, 50 cents, only to subscribers of Tuk Times, who are pastors or superinte i 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication 


SCHOLARS HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. 


: , ; " R y This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 
practical application of its truths. ‘ 


as . in” Se I< ¥ y ~ ro 
THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 

There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson wil! be given marginal references; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. Brief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, places, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul. and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of New York, 
will aid in making THe SchoLaR’s QUARTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a great improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

The lesson questions in both Taz Werkiy Lesson Lear and THe ScHOLAR’s QUARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn. 


—who is unequaled in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-schoo! Union, and now editor-in- 
chief of Toe SunpdAY scntoon Truks. 


$1.65 each. 


This paper will be 


idents, and who when ordering it, state that they are such. 


In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order 


Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: {400 Copies, one mom, - _- # 60 
THE SCHULAR'S QUARTERLY:{4GO Copies: three months, - $50 
LESS THAN 100 COPIES OF EITHER AT SAME RATE. 


4DDRYSS, 
NEW YORA OFFICE: 


804 FOUTRTH AVERTUE 


SOHN DPD. WATT.LES, 
BUSINESS MANAGER, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent 61v¥ Chestnut St., Philadeiphia, 














